The Exploration on the Link of the Acceptance of the Tattoo Culture and
The Taiwan College Students Self-Identity

By

Yu-Hsuan Chao

Submitted to the Faculty of
Department of International Affairs in partial fulfillment
of the requirements for the degree of
Bachelor of Arts in International Affairs

Wenzao Ursuline University of Languages
2021



WENZAO URSULINE UNIVERSITY OF LANGAUGES
DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

This senior paper was presented

by

Yu-Hsuan Chao

A

It was defended on
November 28,2020

and approved by

Reviewer 1: Mark W Lai, Associate Professor, Department of International Affairs

Signature: Date:

Reviewer 2: Ren-Her Hsieh, Associate Professor, Department of International Affairs

Signature: Date:

Advisor: Yuan-Ming Chiao, Assistant Professor, Department of International Affairs

Signature: Date:




Copyright © by Yu-Hsuan Chao #5th&

2021



THE EXPLORATION ON THE LINK OF THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE
TATTOO CULTURE AND THE TAIWAN COLLEGE
STUDENT’S SELF-IDENTITY
Chao Yu-Hsuan
Wenzao Ursuline University of Languages, 2021

ABSTRACT

Since the tattoo issue has always been a controversial subject in Taiwan, and it is
mostly because of influencing by the Chinese culture for a long time. In the very
beginning of the tattoo appeared in east in the pre-Qin period time, tattoo is used on the
people such as criminals’ as the punishment. From that time, tattoo has been used in
many villain situations, like the gangsters. This make most people dislike tattoo and
regarded it as negative. But young people nowadays put tattoo on their body normally,
people seem to accept this tattoo culture.

My study will focus on is there any connection between the tattoo and how Taiwan
college students achieve their self-identify. Through the qualitative research, having the
interview with the Taiwan college students, my study population, I will get more
information for my study issue.

After finished this research, I found that the tattoo behavior between Taiwan
college students do related to the self-identity achievement, however the study
population was not big enough, for the future research can have the more exploration

on Taiwan college students achieving self- identity and have the bigger study population.

Key word: tattoo culture, tattoo motivation, self-identity
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INTRODUCTION

Background

As the tattoo culture has appeared for long time, although it is hard to find out the

very beginning of the start of the tattoo culture, we can still find it in ancient Egypt and

also in the pre-Qin period. As the ancient people used tattoo on the criminals and some

other bad people like the gangster as the represent of their status and identity, people

started viewed it as the negative active for having the tattoo on the body. As been

influenced by the Chinese culture for a long time, most of Taiwan people remain

traditional ideology.

Although getting tattoo become a general issue, there is still an obvious

phenomenon of low tattoo acceptance. Tattoo for some people are still full of negative

perception. This should because of Taiwan has been deeply accepting Chinese culture

and education for a long time, the old generation, such as the grandparent’s generation,

is the most opposed ethnic group, then is the parents. In their opinion, tattoo is for the

people who are in the gangsters, criminals, the underworld or some other negative

representatives, and it is also related to the social media for the news(1)!. Under such

circumstance, elders will repel or even dislike tattooed teenager even adults, this caused

some obstructions for the people who tattooed. Not only in the family situation will

U IEERER ] XE 2 - R - OB 1 e R, 2018,

https://www.thenewslens.com/feature/subculture-tattoo/102294.
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they be opposed, and also in the workplace, people will treat them with creepy vision.

As disturbed by the tradition ideology, the young generation will also be

influenced by the education from their family. The parents who opposed to the tattoo

will tell their children the negative of having the tattoo on its body. This build up the

restriction to the young’s personality development and creativity of self-thinking.

However, time change, the society become more opened than before. It is the

young generation now, but they are still limited by the conservative thoughts and

restricted when they are on the road of the growth. For the young, self-identity is one

of the main courses for their life.

Motivation

However, is it true that each tattoo individual means they are bad? Exploring

different aspects and meaning of tattoo culture is the main point for the researcher. As

another shape of the art and the culture, why should it always be discriminated by

society? Also find out why Taiwanese have a low recognition when it comes to tattoo

culture.

Research purpose

Due to the above motivation, here comes up the purpose:

1. Explore the influence of Taiwan college student’s self-identity brought by the

tattoo culture.



2. The relevance of cultural acceptance to self-identity

Research question

1. The connection between the acceptance of tattoos and self-identity by

Taiwanese college students.

2. Under such low acceptance of tattoo culture in Taiwan, what will be the

motivation for Taiwan college students to have the tattoo?

Hypothesis

HI. Tattoo culture is related to social environment, family, and peers

H2. The act of tattooing contributes to the development of self-identity

H3. Taiwanese society’s acceptance of tattoo culture will affect tattoo behavior

Contribution

As the young generation is our world’s future, it is important to find out the way

for the young to dig out their potential. By means of having the well self-identify, the

young can have more confidence themselves. High confident may bring more

efficiency for their work. Find out the connection between the acceptance of tattoo

culture and the young self-identify. If there is low acceptance, then how can people do

to increase it, or how to deal with the self-identity brought by the low acceptance of the

tattoo culture.

On the other hand, studying Taiwanese acceptance of tattoo can understand how



Taiwanese view tattoo culture, how much effort the people who wants to widely spread

tattoo culture should do.

Limits

Focusing on the Taiwan college students rather than the other population such as

adults, not only because the researcher insufficient personal social experience and

insufficient contacts with people, also the limitation on time. Searching my study

population will cause some difficulties.

Because of the study population is only focus on part of the college student, so the

consequence cannot represent all the Taiwanese college students. The time and space

will be the limitation, for researcher to complete this research.

Delimits

This research is focus on Taiwan college students who have tattoo, for the other

reason that the young generation is one area’s future. The college students are the next

to step into the society and bring more benefit in the future. Taiwan is regarded as

having traditional thinking, and it may restrict the development of human thought,

especially the open society nowadays. So, it is in need for people to help the young

build up their skills also well-known to themselves. As the researcher is also a college

student, it won’t be too difficult to interview people for collecting data from Taiwan

college students.



LITERATURE REVIEW

Taiwan Tattoo Culture

The early Taiwan has been deeply influenced by the Chinese on the ideological
aspect, this led to the situation that Taiwanese culture to be more conservative and
exclusive towards tattoos. Due to the long-term of Japanese colonization in the past,
Japanese will tattoo on the criminals’ face as the punishment, this make Taiwanese build
up the link between the tattoo culture and the crimes, make it become the stereotype.?

Taiwanese have a negative viewpoint on the tattoo culture, on the contrary, the
aboriginal and some certain ethic group will express themselves and the self-identity
through the tattoo, for them, tattoo is provided with some symbolic meaning. For
instance, aboriginal will use tattoo to interpret their own beliefs and aesthetics. Some
of the tattoo also represent their status. But Taiwanese cannot treat the tattoo with the
positive and optimistic view like them.?

The acceptance of the tattoo culture by Taiwanese has been low for a long time >
in the process of the Taiwan culture development, tattoo gradually become a subculture.
In Taiwan, most of the people having tattoo are from the subculture group, such as the
gangsters and criminals. The reason why these subculture group connect with the

tattoo is because of the punishment culture in the Japanese occupation period which

? ELE, "BERFENE N RS NER AR (2019).
P 5SS, "B VEREICUERRERIER" (2006).



reinforce the negative perception of current tattoo culture. The early Japanese Bushido
has a culture heritage of tattoo. Through the tattoo, they can the braveness and powerful
of the warriors. However, this also become the emulation by the underworld and
criminals. Most of the people with tattoos are still under the majority of gangsters and
prisoners.* The imitation of tattooing is mainly for the purpose of intimidation and a
symbol of self-identity, this is similar to the Taiwan aboriginal through the way of the
tattoo to demonstrate the individual's symbolic status in the tribe also the family.’
Because of the well development on information, the culture between the countries
are flourishing exchanging, and make the society become more opened-minded than
before. The acceptance of the tattoo culture in Taiwan has gradually increasing®,
because of the use of tattoo has been changed from ancient tattoos, mark (Ei[a] ~ FES -
&7 ), as the punitive tattoos, and now, through the culture exchanging, it has evolved
many different kinds of tattoo style. Through these tattoo culture in the new generation
to change the stereotype of Taiwanese people on tattoo. Moreover, the researcher
discovered that the tattoo culture, because of the influence of media into the

communication era, it enhances its positive culture perception indirectly, and break the

ST, BRI ERIET REERIR 2 2 158" (2004), https://hdl.handle.net/11296/2vdgv4.
* BRRGY etal, "&IEANEAEAIREIEE T RIE U LR E Z R (2012).
° FATLE, BB RIE T R AR AR Z b7
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established impression of tattoo, let it become a way to express the art and turn the
human body into a canvas. Tattoo are no longer a crime or improper act.” (5)

Development of Self-Identity

Self-identity has always been a subjective noun. According to the data, self has
self and ego two saying. The former is only a sociological term, and the latter is a
psychology term. What is self-identity? Self-identity is looking for an established image
of yourself among many roles, what kind of personality traits you want to own, what
type of person you want to be, and what you can actually do and achieve, after thinking
and sorting out, is a result that comes out of yourself.

In the self-theory of Erikson, he thinks everyone will face different difficulties in
different stages of their life and have different choices. People will have the requirement
on seeking self-identity and self-affirmation. During the searching process, having a
good develop basic can avoid the having the situation of identify confusion and
disorientation. People can use seven self-development dimensions to construct and
explore that is perspective of time, self-confirmation, role test, professional will, sex
differentiation, master-slave separation and value orientation®. Through these seven
dimensions in the exploration, Marcia also think there will appear identity confusion,

identity seeking, identity early closure and achieving self-exploration, these four

TOEGE etal., "EEAEATERIRR RN E S LR R 2 = R
? SJKH, "EheEE st YRR A 2 B GR RIS 2 5 (2017).
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situations® will also happen during each people’s exploring process. In order to achieve
stable and clear self-identity, it requires a stack of many different construction factors
to reach a clear and certain stage of growth. Everyone has different way on the process
of exploring self-identity and faces contradictions and conflicts in different time. By
the Schwartz research, we can understand that in order to avoid conflicts and
individual’s own creativity, questioning ability, and critical ability to let the individual
expressing the most authentic self-feeling in their heart, even a breakthrough in their
own ideas and innovative thinking, ten reinforce the self-identity also the timely support
and encouragement from family and friends.

The society has become opened increasingly, the way for people to achieve the
self-identity are diverse and complex. One of the ways is through the tattoo.!° This
process is like seeking for a role play and the needs for different societies. Owing to the
reason that different roles will have different way to achieve the self-identity, some will
want to express an external self-symbolic by means of marking them on the body. In
the early society, everyone has their own status role, special signs and norms will also
be imposed in the invisible. At the time, people had a clear and established image of

their self-identity. As the Douglas saying'!, the society is changing rapidly, to the extent

9 James E Marcia, "Development and Validation of Ego Identity Status" (1966).
O BTN, "B MRS ERIE BB H PR E 2B (2015).
11 Douglas Mary, Natural Symbols: Explorations in Cosmology (2003).
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that ethnic groups and roles become fruitfully and diversely, unlike a single form in the
past, which has led to a stimulate way to achieve self-identity through tattooing.!?
From Lin,Qin Wen’s research, during the development of the self-identity, it will
have different resource and exploring way due to different environment and friends. It
affects the orientation of the individual's self-identity value, then extending different
stages of self-development.!*From Gingzber theory there are three cycles, fantastic
period, experimental period and actual period. These three cycles will lead to different
self-identification results due to different social values. During the fantastic period, it
is like before having the tattoo on the body, people who want to have tattoo will regard
tattoo as a cool behavior, and let it have some special meanings. Then when it comes to
the experimental period, the individual takes the action to go tattooing, they will start
to have different experience many feelings on whether this action will be accepted by
the society, and the family and friends’ support and oppose. Going through these two
steps and it will come up the third one, actual period. In this stage, the tattooed people
started to be differentiated and classified by the society. While the tattooed people
having some life test, such as looking for the jobs or facing personal family and living
environment, they will discover that the tattoo acceptance of the society nowadays is

still not high. For example, during the process of find the job, the interviewee will give

YR, "W EALE AR © ®IFE" (2007).
B OMESL, SR ERPEEE] T (2000).
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the negative stereotype to interviewer because of having the tattoo on their body. People
who have ability to work in the white-collar class will be considered to be only able to
engage in lower-cultural occupations. However, this is not the absolute situation, but
most people are restricted by the social framework that appears under this social system.
As the Erikson theory mentioned above, it will generate role confusion and others.!*

According to Turner’s theory, when these tattooed people gather together, they will
form a high-acceptance ethnic group, and then develop their so-called neo-tribal
mentality. In this group, everyone supports and accompany each other, without being
accepted by other members of the public, finding their own shelter and living
environment. For them, they can get more sense of security and belonging under such
environment and help them create a protective layer in the connection of the same social
value, self-identity will also deepen. Compare to the other mainstream culture, the
strength of mutual recognition in their unique system will be more inseparable than
mainstream culture.!’

The Relation between the Acceptance of Tattoo and Self-Identity

Nowadays, there is an increasing number of tattooed people, beloved celebrities
and entertainers and other public figures included. The famous people also have the

tattoo action. Through the past study, it indicated that the society are less likely to view

YOS, "REBEAEERE - HEGERREELL I S8R F{A" (2015).
15 Turner. BS, The Blackwell Companion to Social Theory (2000).
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these celebrities with tattoos differently, because of their special status, people have the
high acceptance and tolerance of their tattoo culture. In comparison, when we put the
sight on normal person, the attitude to the tattoo is not that open.!® The reason why
these popular people can enjoy such disparity treatment is because of their own identity
and the needs and characteristics of social roles. On the contrary, the others who cannot
have the same treatment, they cannot show their self-identification and value. The most
important thing is that they are unable to show the truest self. This shows with high
acceptance, you can have a wider opportunity for self-expression in the tattoo culture.!”

Tattoos have the purpose of expressing themselves, there will be different
meanings under different social classes. In the labor class, teenagers and offender
groups, tattoo is meant to represent rebellious totems. They have been invisibly
classified as a negative ethnic group by society. Under such environment, people often
want to emphasize and highlight the truest self through tattooing, this ceremony act.
Each people will have the requirement of seeking self-identity, tattoo, may be a
rebellious acting by others, but it also shows the life attitude of tattooed people!®.

For those with tattoos, tattooing is already the most direct way to express

themselves, they try so hard to achieve physical autonomy and showing their own style

1 ZEEE, "B RIS AR LS NERE R R B T
17 Michael Rees, "From Outsider to Established - Explaining the Current Popularity and Acceptability
of Tattooing," (2016).

8 SRR, [FadE i G IR (2005).
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through the tattoo, and also reverse society's negative perception of tattoo culture. When
tattoo become a lifestyle, there will be no special distinction between ethnic groups.
When culture, values and resources are no longer important life mode, people are more
able to openly understand and accept the feelings and ideas of tattooed people.

During the transformation of tattoo culture, through the in-depth research of Halon
and Cohen, it was discovered that there is a phenomenon in the tattoo culture in the
underlying culture called gentrification situation. Tattoo culture gradually evolved into
a symbol of middle- and high-class aesthetics and status. Tattoo also become a behavior
of showing body art, improving the positive acceptance of tattoo culture and getting rid
of the rigid connection between tattoos and criminals and behavior deviations.!”

Tattoo culture has clearly become popular and open-minded in Taiwan, through
tattooing, numerous tattooed people used it to express love, commemoration, imprint
of youth and symbolic of death and rebirth. With the demonstrations and performances
of well-known celebrities and artists, tattoos seem to gradually evolve into the fashion
category of young people, self-imprinted.?’ Tattoo culture also covers important
society culture and fulfill. The marginal tattoo culture that was not initially accepted

gradually integrated into society, let the tattoo culture like a social behavior be

19 Karen Bettez Halnon and Saundra Cohen, "Muscles, Motorcycles and Tattoos: Gentrification in a
New Frontier," (2006).

2 25T, "H VERIBICUERE R
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I Information is well-

interdependent and rational to interpret deep emotions. 2
developed nowadays, and the professionalism of tattoos and the establishment of a
positive image of tattoos have been shaped through multiple channels of
communication media, and the business opportunities of stigmatized industries have
been enhanced.??

In a good tattoo culture environment, tattoos are endowed with positive meaning,
not only an aesthetic decoration and ritual behavior, but also a sense of self-identity,
just like aboriginal tribes and ethnic minorities have similar ritual behavior and
inheritance in the past. For them, tattoos are a sacred social value of ethnic groups, such
as the aboriginal rite of passage and the meaning represented by the tattoo lines on their
faces. Just like the modern young people, through the ritual behavior of tattooing, they
transform the life events they have experienced and the thing they want to save into
representative totems or words and imprint them on the body, conveying a personal

belief and self-worth identity

Synthesis of Relevant Literature

Summarizing the contents of the literature collected in the above three subsections,
most scholars use qualitative interview methods to study tattoo behavior intentions, and

a few researchers use quantitative analysis. From Qiu,Shu-Ping’s research analysis and

21 Michael Atkinson, Tattooed: The Sociogenesis of a Body Art (2003).
2 RZE RIEEER E G ERE R EERA S, (2010).
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literature review, we can know that tattoo has gradually changed from a negative

imprint to a teenager's self-personality and physical autonomy in Taiwan, and also use

the human body as a canvas to show the artistry of tattoos. Using quantitative analysis

to know that more than half of people think that tattooing is an artistic performance, but

there is still a difference in the acceptance of tattooing among people with and without

tattoo. From Tsai, Meng Huan’s research, he first collected the historical documents of

tattoos and differences between home and aboard tattoos. Then emphasize the

transformation of modern tattoo use and the display of style. In his quantitative research,

we know that some people still hold a negative view of tattoos. Friends with experience

in tattoos beside the subject will also affect the intention and behavior of the tattooed

people, hiding or showing their tattoos. From Huang,Cin-Yun’s study, better understand

the status of self-identity, including the phenomenon of early closure of identity and

identity confusion, understand the importance of achieving self-identity for the career

development of college students.

Moreover, overview all the literature the researcher got, it also pointed out that

there are four main elements, family, living environment, friends and individual, will

influence people’s viewpoints and the motivation of tattoo, let this research will focus

on these four elements to do the research.

15



METHODOLOGY

Research process

As this is the quantitative research, the researcher will first collect the secondary
data to know the background of Taiwan tattoo culture and the self-identify. After the
literature review, the researcher will have the one of the unstructured interviews, in-
depth interview, to collect my data in order to get more information from the
interviewees, getting the needed data to the research.?? Then organize the interviewee’s
response, getting the supporting answer for the research hypothesis, the high acceptance
of the tattoo culture, the high self-identity Taiwan college students have. Here is the

research process chart:

23 nEEERl AR J0A," 2015, http://140.133.73.201/VG/Publish/07%20Interview.pdf.
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Choose the research topic

Doing literature review

Formulate interview questions

Having in-depth interview

Data analysis

Conclusion and suggestion

Figure 1. Research Process
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Research Design

The research design for this study will be one-shot case study and using the

qualitative method, in-depth interview. Two questions for this research, the first is the

connection between the acceptance of tattoos and self-identity by Taiwanese college

students. The other is under such low acceptance of tattoo culture in Taiwan, what will

be the motivation for Taiwan college students to have the tattoo.

There are three concepts for the research, acceptance of tattoo culture, self-identity

and relation between self-identity and tattoo culture acceptance. For acceptance of

tattoo culture, the indicator are social value, mainstream culture and subculture. For

self-identity, self-ideological commitment will be the indicator. For the self-identity and

relation between self-identity and tattoo culture acceptance, seeking identity and social

acceptance are the indicators..

The interview questions will be divided into mainly four parts, from family, friends

to the living environment and the tattooed person themselves. From the beginning, the

researcher will first ask about the age and when they first have the tattoo, also the city

they come from to see whether the research questions also related to the development

of the city.

18



Research instrument & Data collection

In-depth interview can let the interviewees talk more about their thoughts and the

interviewer can feel the interviewee’s expression directly, extending more from the

interview. Through asking the leading questions during the interview, make them

answer the question for the research gradually, and verify my hypothesis, the high

acceptance of the tattoo culture, the more self-identity Taiwan college students will

have.

This research will focus on the group, Taiwan college students who have tattoo. |

will choose 10 people to have the in-depth interview. There will be 5 female and 5 males,

for the sake of distinguishing the gender differences in self-identity to do the research

and collect data.

Tools for Data Analysis

By means of having the in-depth interview for the research, asking the related and

opening questions to the research purpose and let it have the validity and reliability for

this study. After finishing every interview, the researcher will first organize the content

told by the interviewees, by listening to the records. There will be divided into several

parts about the case study, the acceptance of the tattoo culture, the way for Taiwan

college students to achieve self-identify, the motivation for them to have the tattoo, then

the relation between them. Here are my related elements of interview questions chart:

19



Family

Society
acceptance
of tattoo

Living Environment

How do
acceptance of
tattoo culture
influence self-

Friends identity

Self-ldentity

Personal

Figure 2.Related Elements of Interview Questions
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Data Analysis

Coding Process

As the researcher has mentioned in the previous chapter about the methodology,
there will be 4 main elements, family, friends, living environment and personality
tattooist themselves to deeply explore the relation between the college student’s self-
identity and the acceptance of the tattoo culture these days.

As a person, family is the first group attached and will have big influence to
oneself in his/her growing path; friends are the second elements to influence people
during daily life, without family then the friends beside; exclude the family and friends,
the living environment takes another factors to an individual. As the three elements
cross-influence an individual and comes out the individual him/herself. So, this is the
reason the researcher uses these four elements to deeply exploring the connection
between each element.

After having the in-depth interview to 10 college students, asking 20-25 related
questions and typing out all the interviewees’ transcript, using the MAXQDA to code
then having the category then using the main 4 elements cross analysis the codes. Then

having the 3 subsections below.

21



Table 1. Ten Interviewees

. Age Receiving - .
Alias Motivation for tattoo Occupation
Tattoo
) o Cram-school
Amelia 20 Finding the real self o )
Administration
Effi 20 An Alert & Decoration Model, Dancer
Marsy 22 Family Unemployed
Amy 20 Represent of freedom Service Industry
Cynthia 22 An alert Trade Industry
An Alert to his life and
love
David 21 & Imaging Industry
An Represent of His
Family
Hao 20 Decoration & Religion Professional Soldier
An Admonish & )
Owen 20 ) Engineer
Expectation
Transition of growing
Mike 18 & Deliver
Family related
) Religion & Faith & )
Lin 18 ) Service Industry
Family

Source: researcher’s compilations
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The relevance of individuals to self-identity through peer and tattoo culture

Tattoos have the effect of intimidating others or highlighting one's own status. In
this case, the peer group you belong to will also affect the individual's perception of the
behavior of tattoos. If the friends around you have a gang culture, in this type of circle
of friends, more intimidating tattoo totems are more likely to be chosen as a symbolic
basis for blending into peers. If friends around you generally regard tattooing as a
purpose for beautifying your body, venting your emotions, increasing friends, body
autonomy and so on?4, they will choose more positive and representative tattoo designs.
Peers have a great influence on personal perception and choice of tattoo culture. A
person who chooses more intimidating totem is mainly to integrate into the living
environment and the identity and acceptance of the group?®. With the increase of age,
young people will pay more attention to the status between peers?S.

Nowadays, young people are more inclined to choose tattoos that highlight their
personal characteristics and commemorative nature, which indirectly affects their
friends' views on tattoos and their motivations. In the process of self-exploration of
college students, according to Freud’s psychoanalytic theory, the personality structure

is divided into three selves: id, ego, and superego. Under the influence of interaction

HIRTEER, HRIE R - (e A TR 2 ERIE SUB(R) TR EAYESE"  (2013).
® WRATER, SN O DR E R © AR E S (2003).
* HEEE and 5L, AEE A (106, 1993).
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between id and superego, an ego will be formed. Peer’s acceptance of tattoo culture

will affect the id, which in turn will enhance a person’s motivation for tattooing and

will be pulled with the social moral values of the superego.

I got in touch with tattoo culture through my friends, and some friends got tattoos

because of me. About sense of achievement... of course I had it when I got my

first tattoo. I think I got one of my life lists checked. Then about self-

identity...Because I already have some patterns that I am interested in, of course

I don't want it to be just a pattern, and then I am wondering why this pattern attracts

me, why I want to tattoo this, and what meaning does it mean to me. It must be...

just like the saying “Birds of a feather flock together”, the same people will

gather together, then why this pattern attracts me, it must have the same thing as

me. Amelia

From the respondent’s answers, we can find that with regard to the motivation of

tattooing, one can influence his/her peers, and his/her peers can also influence oneself.

There is a link between them. The achievement of a sense of accomplishment is usually

when the first tattoo is completed. In addition to using the pain to make you feel that

you are really accomplishing a major event in life, you can find the connection between
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the pattern and yourself through the patterns you are interested in, knowing who you

really are.

During the interview process, it was found that the same situation occurred among

the interviewees. Friends around the interviewee had a high acceptance of tattoo culture,

which in turn affected their preference for tattoo culture. However, because of the

involvement with social morality, the interviewees were hindered in the process of

having tattooing. From this, we know that there is a great relationship between peers'

recognition of tattoo culture. The acceptance of tattoo culture by friends around you

will affect your personal perception of tattoo culture. From this, we learned that peers

will also influence each other, not only will individuals be influenced by their peers,

they will also be affected by individuals.

Through research, it is pointed out that everyone wants to achieve self-

identification through practical actions and attempt, then understanding the tattoo

culture. Through the tattoo to represent and be wary of oneself, from which to express

personal love, commemoration, the imprint of youth and other meanings to show

oneself. Through the tattoo culture, everyone has different opinions on tattoos. It is

found in the literature that tattoos have a self-healing effect for some people, as well as
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a symbolic representation?’. The tattoo culture in Taiwan was not very popular in the
early days, but it is learned from the literature that the religions of Western countries
regarded tattoos as a sign, and some ethnic minorities regard tattoos as a ritual act. For
examples, the tattoos of Maori in New Zealand. it is a traditional culture. Moreover,
Japanese tattoos are the unique and permanent mark of the Bushido that prevailed at
that time and the elite of society.

Taiwanese people’s acceptance of tattoo culture has a growing tendency year by
year?. Unlike in the past, people regarded tattoos as unbehaved people or gangsters.
Most modern Taiwanese believe that tattoos have artistic meaning, which can not only
beautify their bodies, but also give them a sense of story and an act that can record the
trajectory of life.

What attracts me to tattoo culture is that it belongs to itself, and it is unique. Every

tattoo, whether it is a story, a memory or something you appreciate, belongs to

your own. Just think of yourself as a canvas.  Hao

From the discussion of the ten interviewees, we know that for them, tattooing is
an act that can give them symbolism, commemoratives and beautify their bodies.
Respondents can use tattoos to leave patterns and words on their bodies that symbolize

their individuality or commemorate life-related things.

YOERT, "B LCERIE RS B 5 BEEE 2 e, (2015).
2 EESA, "WIE HEERTESS - 5o 2 N IURESARIE,"  (2000).
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Researchers learned through interviews that for interviewees, tattoo culture is a
way of expressing themselves and showing their uniqueness. Tattoo culture no longer
has the same stigmatization and behavioral bias as it did in the early days. Instead,
tattoos are a permanent mark of artistry and self-representation, leaving an immortal

mark on the journey of life.

Because of the different cultural styles of tattoos between the East and the West,
tattoos in the West often appear in the interpretation of religious beliefs. For example,
Christians will engrave a cross or a pair of biblical texts on their bodies. The aborigines
of Taiwan use tattoos to represent adult rituals or class distinctions®®. This shows that
in religion, the West uses tattoos to achieve faith and spiritual sustenance, so that
individuals have a sense of belonging in religious groups. In contrast, the aboriginals
of Taiwan separate classes and expertise through tattoos, which is different from
Western tattoos, but for them, tattoos are one of the media they use to achieve self-
identification.

For young people nowadays, tattooing is more like a process to achieve self-
identification. In this way, they express their innermost thoughts and present their own

unique side’°.

2 BRIEGE etal, "EVEA FATERIRRREF SRS S LR E 2 2 B
0 HATAE, BERIEERETT HEHEENZR Z BT, 2003.
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There is an unforgettable feeling. Although my mother said that this kind of thing

will be burned if I die, but it is like burning paper money, it still follows me after

I passed away.  Amelia

Amelia makes herself feel that she is really accomplishing a big issue in her life through

the vibration and skin irritation brought by the tattoo. Although her mother feels that no

matter how profound the tattoo was to record her own story, after death, these things

cannot be taken away, and the body was cremated. However, for Amelia, even if the

even if she passed away, the tattoo would always follow her, it always been a part of

her.

I didn't particularly want to pursue the pain caused by the tattoo. But when I got

the first tattoo, I woke up in pain. The pain of being broken in love is nothing

compared to the tattoo.  Effi

Effi’s first tattoo was about herself and the failure of love, which gave her the

motivation to tattoo. But the pain she got from the tattoo made her instantly awakened

from the pain, she realized that losing love is not that painful at all, because the pain of

the tattoo on the skin is even more painful, also transfer the sad feeling caused by the

broken-up relationship to her tattoo.
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Respondents will motivate themselves and express the individuality they want to

highlight through representative text and patterns. All the pain in the process of

tattooing, for some interviewees, will make their stories more memorable. the pain

sensation from the tattooing process allows one to know more clearly. After

accomplishing one thing, through such deep feelings, you can record events that are of

great significance to you or transfer your emotions to tattoos. As Effi said, the pain of

a tattoo is more painful than the heartache caused by a broken relationship.

Through the interviews of the interviewees, in the context of personal growth,

everyone has different ideas about tattoos, so they will express their sense of self-

identity with different meanings through different tattoo totems and words.

Table 2. Representative Tattoo of Interviewees
Interviewee Representative Tattoo
The mermaid on the forearm represents the lover, and there is a
Hao lighthouse next to the mermaid, which means that I will always be a
watchman by the lover

The surname on his back (Dai), this surname supports his whole

David ) ) . .
person, his blood, and is the only male in the family
Owen “You cannot improve your past, but you can improve your future”
Mike Don’t ever lost my faith
Lin The number 94 on the left lower abdomen, mother’s birthday.
Ameli The crescent moon in the center of the chest represents the dark side
melia
and the real she
Marsy Jasmine on the side of belly, grandpa’s favorite flower
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Interviewee Representative Tattoo

The pattern in the left abdomen, the complex picture covers all her

Effi .
expectation
Butterfly & proverb on the forearm. The butterfly represents the
Amy herself for eager to be free. “This too shall pass” tell herself everything
will pass.
The higan flower on the left side of the waist, life is not going well,
Cynthia experienced too much sadness, use the saddest flower to represent

herself.

Source: researcher’s compilations

Different patterns have different meanings to different individuals. Sometimes a

simple set of numbers and a pattern have a representative meaning for a specific person.

Just like Lin stabbing 94 on his body, in the eyes of others, it is just a simple number.

For Lin, it is his mother’s birthday and his favorite family member; for Hao, the

mermaid means his lover, and the lighthouse represents him. For himself, he hopes that

he can stay by his lover's side and illuminate each other; the flowers of Marcy and

Cynthia are not ordinary flowers, but meaningful flowers; for David, his surname

supported his whole person and was his pillar; Amy stabbed a butterfly with wings,

which represents a free heart, stabbed that proverb and told herself no matter how bad

he encountered, everything will pass; Owen and Mike pierced their expectations of life

on their bodies. Owen hopes to tell himself not to cling to what happened in the past,

but to look forward through tattoos. Mike warned himself not to lose his faith through

tattoos; Effie covers all her life expectations (focus, goal keeping, strong and

independent) and goals (secure transformation, self-protection) in her tattoos. Through
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tattoos, she gives herself the strength to complete every stage of life; Amelia put the

black crescent moon on her chest, representing her most real. The sharp angles at both

ends of the crescent moon indicate that she does not open her mind easily, and the nick

represents imperfect self.

Based on the above discussion, tattoo culture is not just a totem mark, nor is it a

rebellious personality like tattoos in past social impressions, instead, it adds a more rich

and diverse expression of personal uniqueness. There are hundreds of ways to achieve

self-identity, and as for tattooist, tattooing is not just an art. In addition to beautifying

the body, it also has a mental level of thought. Tattoos can also represent a person's

personality, a person's story, a person's attitude, motto, words and goals that you want

to practice, and people and things you want to commemorate. People with tattoos and

people without tattoos have different opinions on tattoo culture. For people without

tattoos, tattoo has no meaning or even the impression of stigma. But for the tattooed

person, this process of artistic expression is rich in more inner thoughts. Different from

the simple branding in the eyes of others, for the tattooed person, this is the process by

which they use the most personal experience to achieve self-identification. Those

without tattoos cannot understand and experience the impact that the tattooing process

can bring to them, nor can they know how tattooed individuals can define themselves

through tattoos.
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Peer and living environment's relevance to the acceptance of tattoo culture

In the process of growing, each person will go through the stage of finding self-
identity and will want to gain a sense of belonging and emotional security by integrating
into the peer group and living environment to which they belong?!. The quality of the
groups you approach will indirectly affect a person in different ways. Just like the
saying “One takes the behavior of one's company.” People will integrate into a group
in many ways, and tattoos are one of the media. For example: in the parade formation
group, most people will have the same tattoos, dragon, phoenix, tiger and other patterns
appear on them, and these pictures also have a deterrent effect, they will have the same
tattoos to create a sense of belonging. In hip-hop groups, it is also common for dancers
to have various American style tattoos on their bodies, representing their love of culture
and their belonging to the group.

According to the interviewees, in the group without tattoos, it is easy to label those
with tattoos and have a stereotype of tattoos, regarding the people with tattoos are not
easy to get along with or have a bad temper. Invisibly, a distinction has been formed

between groups.

B, "F AR ORI (2006).
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Generally speaking, I often see that people with tattoos will get close to friends
who have tattoos; and those who don't have tattoos are more often stay with those
without tattoos. And even those without tattoos find it difficult to get along with
people with tattoos.  Amelia’?

It will give people a fierce feeling! Some occasions that require courage will ask

me to come forward. Owen??

Owen's tattoos make him feel fierce to others, but in fact he is a very easygoing
person and easy to get along with. Because of the impression of tattoos in the early
society, people now have a sense of distance with tattoos, and people without tattoos
are distinguished from those with tattoos. In terms of making friends, be more likely to
get along with people of their type. Just like Amelia said about people with tattoos,

friends around usually also have tattoos.

From the interview, it can be seen that the living environment and the surrounding
peers interact with each other. It can also be learned from the interviewees’ narratives

that tattooed persons are affected by their peers and living environment. Although some

32 Interviewee transcript-Amelia
33 Interviewee transcript-Owen
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interviewees are interested in tattoos themselves, they also increase the motivation
and interest because of their friends, social groups and media.
Go to the hair salon and get in touch with the occident retro gentleman culture, and
then their barbers also have tattoos, and I started to study tattoos gradually.
 Hao*
The interviewee, Hao, happened to go to an American-style hair salon to cut his

hair. He saw many tattoos on the hair stylist, which aroused his curiosity about the

tattoos and became an incentive for the tattoos, then having more tattoos.

Because I was exposed to modeling work, and seeing the tattoo patterns in other

people's works look good, and at the time I also just met a broken love...

Effi

Effi began to pay attention to tattoos because of her job. From the works of fellow

workers, she found that tattoos on others’ body seem to be beautiful and start

considering h whether to get tattoos, also can increase the impression of his work.

The living environment in today's society is an era of rapid information

dissemination, and it is also a society with multicultural values, which also means that

34 Interviewee transcrip -Hao
35 Interviewee transcript-Effi
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people now have their own exclusive values. These values are usually through the
family, school and living environment to convey the cultural values they want to
express. The establishment of young people's values is nothing more than the
construction and composition of these three elements. Through the mutual influence of
these three main elements, different ideas and values belonging to each person will be
created. Most of the values conveyed by the tattoo culture in families and schools in
Taiwan are to inform young people that the act of tattooing is negative. For example,
children with tattoos are not accepted by the general public, only juntoes and gangsters
have them. Also saying that tattoos are unsightly and harmful to health.

Different aspects of tattoo culture will be rendered through different
communication media in life. As a result of receiving different cultures and information
from all over the world, people now have changed their view of tattoo culture.
Regarding tattoo culture, people no longer just look at it with negative comments, but
think that tattoos are an artistic expression and a medium to commemorate life stories.
It is like another combination of the positive and negative values of tattoo culture, and
then transmit this message to the society, indirectly enhancing the resonance of young

people with tattoo culture’®.

36 Stuart Hall and Paul du Gay, Questions of Cultural Identity (SAGE Publications Ltd, 2011).

35



I think is because of friends. Tattoos also appear on many social media. In the
news, newspapers and magazines, you will see some columns about tattoos or
celebrity image photos, just like popular celebrity, such as Justin, Beckham, Wang
Yang-Ming, Lady Gaga, and Jolin Tsai, tattoo can also be seen on their body.
Amy

Life is full of things that make people attracted to tattoos. Through the places you
go to, strangers walking on the road make people curious about tattoos, attracted by
tattoos, and then practice tattooing. Through the transmission of information on social
media, it will also affect people. Seeing the celebrities who you like having tattoos, it

will also effectively imitate behaviors and let yourself have tattoos.

I am so in love with the occident culture, and most of my tattooed friends got the

occident tattoos on themselves.  Effi 3

The tattoo culture is divided into different types. Therefore, tattooists have
different preferences for tattoo styles and the environment they encounter will also be

different.

37 Interviewee transcript-Amy
38 Interviewee transcript-Effi
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People with religious beliefs and people from special ethnic groups in their living
environment will also have related tattoo culture and customs in their religious culture
and ethnic beliefs. For them, this is a form of belief and inheritance. The acceptance of
tattoo culture in the living environment will also have a higher acceptance and tattoo
behavior will occur.

One of my tattoo, DLESAF, is used for my religion of loving god. ~ Hao*

Because of my religion, I have Jesus’s picture and Adam’s hand on my leg and

arm. __ Lin*

For people with religious beliefs, tattooing the pictures which represent their

beliefs on their bodies represents their admiration and love for their beliefs and entrust

their beliefs to tattoos using another form to express respect for the beliefs.

Based on the above discussion, it is understood that tattoo culture has two
polarities in the living environment of the general public. From the answers of the
interviewees, it can be found that their reception of tattoo culture information usually
comes from the mass media. It is rare to get positive comments on tattoo culture through
family and school. Family and school views on tattoo culture are conservative and

repulsive, and will connect with negative characters, such as criminals and gang

39 Interviewee transcript-Hao
40 Interviewee transcript-Lin
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members. Conversely, the positive cultural acceptance of tattoos is usually through the
media or friends. If there is a religious belief in the living environment, tattoos will also

be used to express loyalty to the belief and cultural ritual behavior.

In the analysis of this chapter, we can know that the time, place, and people you
approach will deeply affect a person’s views on certain things. Tattoo culture is usually
related to the sense of identity between groups through interpersonal
communication, how you have your friends circle through these different types tattoo
style will also different. It shows that the friends and environment around everyone will

have different acceptance of tattoo culture*!.

The relationship between family environment and social acceptance of tattoo

culture

The tattoo culture was the most common among the aboriginals in Taiwan in the
early time. Many aboriginals used tattoos to represent adult rituals or a way of
punishment. Although aboriginal tattoo culture and modern tattoo culture both use the

human body as a canvas to sculpt the body, however the meaning are different.

OOGEGE etal, "GEA F 4SRRI ERE S LR R Z = R
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Nowadays, tattoos represent pop culture and marginal culture; the tattoos of the
aboriginals are the traditions and beliefs of their society*?.

Until they were colonized by the Japanese, Taiwanese were deeply influenced by
Japan culture. Japan has always had the title of the kingdom of tattoos. At that time,
most of those who had tattoos were people who yearned for the spirit of Bushido and
had the status of underworld gangs. Taiwan’s long-term acceptance of Japanese cultural
infections caused a poor perception of tattoos in early Taiwan, Taiwan’s early
associations of tattooing behavior with gangs, criminals, and anti-social personality
stereotyped connections, and generally viewed tattoo culture in a more negative way*’.
At that time, the speed of information transmission in society was relatively closed and
slower than it is now. The family’s access to tattoo culture is usually through
interpersonal communication between neighbors or relatives and friends, which
indirectly affects a family’s perception of tattoo culture, and also affects the behavior
or intentions of family members if they have tattoos. It will cause severe condemnation

from the family or cause a family revolution to occur®*.

For the interviewee’s family, the tattoo is not only a very bipolar and permanent

imprint, but also a very painful experience.

42 Margo. DeMello, Bodies of Inscription: A Cultural History of the Modern Tattoo Community (Duke
University Press, 2000).
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My third aunt was very surprised after seeing my tattoo, and wondered why

I wanted to get it? Getting tattoo is so painful, why so many young people want to

have it, why are they so brave? __ Cynthia®

Cynthia’s family mentioned that they don’t understand that tattoos are so painful,
why young people still want to have them. Family didn't understand what tattooer was
thinking and wondering how serious it was that it needed to be remembered in a
profound way.

Because of growing under traditional concept’s parents and elders are less able to

accept tattoo, I am afraid that if my mom finds out my tattoos, she will be so angry

and take the brush and try to brush it away...  David. %
One of my interviewees, David, has even concealed the tattoo to their family members
so far, because he is too afraid that their family members will not accept the fact that
he got tattoos. Therefore, their family members have become an obstacle to most of the
tattooists interviewed. Just as David knows his family is more traditional and they are
very resistant to tattoos. So now he has 3.4 tattoos, but he still dares not tell his family

that he got tattoos.

4 Interviewee transcript-Cynthia
46 Interviewee transcript-David
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From the interviews, by answering the related interview question, whether their
family know their tattoos, the researcher notices that almost every interviewee tattooed
before they tell their family. By means of this situation, the researcher understand
that family’s acceptance of tattoo culture was not very high. Although most of their
family pretend respect to their tattooing behavior, but it does not mean that this is an
act of supporting their tattoos.

The family members are resistant to the tattooing behavior of the tattooist, but they
express their strong opposition to the tattoo culture in their hearts by saying that the
tattoo is harmful to their own body.

They think that tattoo is a behavior which is hurting the body and only ignorant

people willdoit.  Amelia %’

My mother doesn't actually think that tattoos are hooligans. Her thoughts are based

towards the saying "Our body skin and hair are given by the parents and cannot be

destroyed". They just feel that I should not destroy the body given by my parents.

___David®

According to the above discussion, from the interview process and the previous
point that Taiwanese families have a negative attitude and resistance to the tattoo

culture, and the interviewees mostly tattooed before they told, most of the family

47 Interviewee transcript-Amelia
48 Interviewee transcript-David
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members are half-compulsively respect and accept the tattoo. According to the
interviewee’s dissertation, the family’s acceptance of tattoo culture is not high, mainly
because the family’s attitude towards tattoo culture is a behavior that people with anti-
social personality will have*. It is also because Taiwanese families generally have the
moral concept of “our hair and skin are given by our parents and cannot be destroyed."
This thought is deeply ingrained in Taiwanese family culture®®, just as the family of the
interviewees Tong and David’s parents believe that tattooing is hurting someone’s

body which given by the parents.

Through interviews, it is learned that the acceptance of tattoo culture in general
families is actually not very high. Under the old moral concepts, ideas are more
conservative and resistant. For tattoo culture, Chinese families mostly use moral values
to judge a person's quality, which creates biased stereotypes and indirectly affects the
development trend of everyone's self-identity. Compared with the early conservative
social atmosphere, people’s antipathy towards tattoo culture has increased nowadays.
In contrast, the current Taiwanese social atmosphere is more open and tolerant to tattoo
culture than in the past. Therefore, the growth atmosphere in the family environment is

also higher, more respect and acceptance in the past.
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Today's society, due to the advanced media communication and the influence of
Western tattoo culture, Taiwan can receive more information related to tattoo culture,
and the acceptance of tattoo culture has also improved. It is no longer believed that only
gang members or criminals have tattoos. In modern times, it has evolved into a
memorial, symbolic, physical beautification, self-identification and healing method.
Because of the rapid spread of information, many celebrities also have their own unique
tattoos, which indirectly leads to imitating and following the trend. Under the influence
of the social environment, the family’s perception of tattoos has also changed. They
look at tattoos with a more open attitude, and gradually accept that tattoos appear widely
in their lives®!. It is also important for family members to have tattoos and no longer
give too much criticism as before but respond with respect and tolerance.

Respect but not support this act. Um...they will hope that I don't tattoo anymore.

But that's my mom's side, and my dad is quite supportive and won't exclude me

from having tattoos. __ Lin>?

From the interviewee’s family members’ attitudes towards tattoos, most of them
reluctantly accept and respect. The tattoos on children are not really supportive and

happy, but tattoos have become an established fact, and tattoos are not erased by an

eraser, it is not easy to get rid of it. So, the family can only be forced to accept the tattoo

R, R IFEER - ERGENE IR AL, (2010).

52 Interviewee transcript-Lin
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on their child. Although the family is forced to accept the fact that the child has tattoos,
the initial objection, after communication and understanding, can slowly relax their
attitude towards tattoos, instead of criticizing them arbitrarily. They need to accept the

truth that children will have their ideas as they are growing up.

Through the interviews to find out whether there are tattooed elders and siblings
in the interviewee’s family, as well as whether there are tattoos in family and friends.
From this, we know that family members and friends with tattoos have a higher
acceptance of tattoo culture than those without tattoos. This is also because in an
environment that is more open and tolerant to tattoos, it indirectly increases the
acceptance of tattoo culture.

Because there was already an older sister who was tattooed first, and grandparents

thought it was pretty when they saw it, so I think that it is ok if I have it too at the

time. Hahaha~~~  Effi >3

Effi’s sister got the tattoo first, and the family members were not too opposed to
it. So, when Effi followed her sister’s step, having tattoo, there was not much comment
from her family, they will also praise the beautiful tattoos on their bodies.

To most of the elders, the most important reasons for them to opposite their

children’s tattoo are worried that it will be hindered for them to find the job in the

53 Interviewee transcript-Effi
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future, strongly opposite out of worry. Studies have also pointed out that tattoos have
an impact on human health. If the ink for tattoos is not carefully selected, there will be
many symptoms. In terms of health, many family members are more concerned about
it, but for most young people, this is not the case. With the progress of the times and

the renewal of equipment, tattoos have made great progress in hygiene®*.

My mother also asked me, don't you want to be a flight attendant? Can you go if

you tattooed like this? Isn't it hard to find a job?  Effi>?

Although peers are less likely to criticize, the perception of society does affect the
idea of tattooer. Just like Effi’s family, because society has a poor perception of tattooed
people, they worry that it will not be easy for Effi to find a job.

Actually, the reason why I didn't show my tattoos at that time, a large part of it

was because I had a great chance of entering the legal industry. Then I have to

admit that if I really want to enter the legal industry at that time, if my tattoos are
exposed, it may have a big impact on searching the job, because of the society’s

view of the tattoo culture. David?®

> RIS, PG TET AR R RIS T R R EL
55 Interviewee transcript-Effi
56 Interviewee transcript-David
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David wanted to be in a law-related industry at the time, since the work of legal
professions is more formal in the eyes of the public, a legal worker with tattoos may
affect his profession to others, which also formed the reasons why he hid his tattoos

under his clothes.

One of the reasons my mother is very opposed to it is also because my body is not

very good, and she is afraid that the tattoo will affect my health and even get AIDS.

__Cynthia®’

Family members are opposed to their children's tattoos, apart from the bad
impression and the original stereotype, they are also very concerned about the hygiene
of the tattoo technique. In the news media, tattoos have a lot of impact on health, and if

the equipment is not disposable or disinfected, it is more likely to be infected with AIDS.

Through the information disclosed by the interviewees, we can also deeply realize
that under this social system, they are dragged by the thoughts between the environment
and the family. The original enthusiasm for tattooing was affected by the pressure of all
parties, but in the end, it could only be postponed or ended. From this it can also be

understood that the strong invisible pressure of the family and social environment will

57 Interviewee transcript-Cynthia
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restrict people's acceptance or denial of tattoo culture.

The differences in the acceptance of tattoos in the environment of family and

society will affect the motivation of tattoos. An environment with low cultural

acceptance is less friendly to the tattooer, tends to suppress one's thoughts and reduce

the willingness to tattoo. On the contrary, in an environment with high cultural

acceptance, a more open atmosphere will increase the tattooed population and be brave

enough to be yourself through tattooing.
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Conclusion

According to ten interviewees, for tattooists, tattoos are not only body art, but also

a mark of their spiritual sustenance. Discovering that tattoos are also a process of

seeking self-identity for them. They may not receive support in the family, but they

have greater acceptance and tolerance among their peers, just like giving them another

way to seek self. Among so many ways of seeking self-identification, they choose to

find their own value with the most memorable behavior. This qualitative research

obtains the verification of the following hypotheses.

Discussion and Main Findings

HI. Tattoo culture is related to social environment, family, and peers

Tattoo culture will begin to show different interpretations due to the continuous

changes in the social environment. Each family will give support and refutation because

of changes in the social environment and the values conveyed to it and will have greater

respect and tolerance for accepting different cultures. The research also found that each

peer comes from a different family and has a different perspective, which indirectly

affects the friends around him. These three elements influence each other to form a

linkage, which gradually overturns the negative perception of tattoo culture in the early

days. Nowadays, the tattoo culture has gradually been accepted by society, and it will
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also have a higher acceptance among families and peers.

H2. The act of tattooing contributes to the development of self-identity

Nearly half of the ten interviewees are not confident or even pessimistic to face

the issues around them. Through tattoos, they imprinted totems and texts that are

representative of them, and they can find themselves and spiritual sustenance,

transferring inner emotions to record happiness and forget unhappiness. The tattooed

people tell themselves "who am I" through the tattooed body and gains the value and

meaning of personal existence through pain. This is why the interviewees want to

embed their true selves on the surface of their skin in a profound and painful way to

complete their self-identification ritual.

H3. Taiwanese society’s acceptance of tattoo culture will affect tattoo behavior

Because the social atmosphere is more open than before, the number of people

getting tattoos has increased. Although some people still hold a psychology of rejection

to specific cultures, it is more tolerant and respectful of different traditions and cultures

now. Through the interview, it is also known that the interviewee did not feel

uncomfortable when facing the impact of tattoo culture on the individual. Even if they

mentioned the idea of tattooing with people around, they would not be specially labeled

with a specific label and be more able to control the autonomy of their bodies.
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Through this research, we can deeply understand that tattoo culture is not like the

impression given in the early society, a culture full of negatives. For the interviewees

of the research, tattoos can be used to find and define oneself. Through the stage of

developing self-identity, college students in Taiwan can better understand their role

identity and avoid role confusion. However, not everyone will use tattoos to achieve

self-identification. For people without tattoos, some are afraid of the pain brought by

the tattoo and they will worry about the bad social perception, so the tattoo has no

influence on them. But for tattooers, tattoos are representative rituals and artistic acts.

Tattoos also cultural exchanges between family and society and peers. Early

Taiwanese society was influenced by Chinese traditional culture and the colonial period,

which created a negative view of tattoos and bad stereotypes in Taiwanese society.

Taiwan still has negative ideas about tattoos, such ideas have been passed down and

deeply embedded in every family culture. Different from the early days, society

nowadays is more open than before, and there is a higher acceptance of tattoos. The

proportion of family members with tattoos is also increasing, which affects the

traditional thinking about tattoos. Therefore, people now have different views on tattoo

culture and no longer think that tattoos are only available to gangs and criminals, but

regard tattoos as an artistic act, a way of expressing oneself. The exchanges between

peers will also exchange different views on tattoo culture. This shows that family,
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society, and peers have a high degree of influence on personal acceptance of tattoo

culture.

Researchers learned from this study that the public's perception and acceptance of

tattoo culture will affect the tattooed people’s self-identity. At low acceptance, tattooed

people will doubt themselves because their behavior is not accepted by the public.

Conversely, the increase in the acceptance of tattoo culture has different meanings for

tattooed people, because for the tattooed, tattoos is the representative art and text,

making tattoos a self-identity way. The interviewees of this research do not care about

the secular vision and critical words to look at what they call artistic tattoos, because

this is “who they are”.

This study only interviewed ten Taiwanese college students and could not cover

the thoughts of all Taiwanese college students with and without tattoos. In the future,

academic research can continue to explore the self-identity of college students, and even

study broader ethnic groups for research and data collection. For the traditional and

modern ideas about tattoos, just like the same-sex marriage, there must be groups that

support and oppose each other. How the pros and the opposing groups can exist in this

society more harmoniously is also thought-provoking. The uses of tattoos are also very

wide. In addition to beautifying the body and expressing themselves, I believe there are

more mysteries of tattoos in this world.
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Interview Questions
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