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Abstract

This research examines the effectiveness of government measures in curbing youth
radicalization, focusing on comparative approaches in Sweden and Russia. By
analyzing policies and programs, this study highlights how local contexts shape
deradicalization efforts and identifies strategies for maintaining social stability amid
political and social challenges. Given the worsening political situations, coupled with
multiple geopolitical events that have led to an influx of radicalized elements in
societies, it is imperative for citizens and governments to familiarize themselves with
the strategies for maintaining social peace over the past decade. Recognizing that
radicalization can be exacerbated by numerous factors, this study focuses on political
unrest and xenophobia as the primary scope of analysis. The paper explores the
measures employed by governments and organizations to radicalized youth, offering

their comparisons while consistently considering the political nuances.

Keywords: nationalism, xenophobia, radicalism, identity politics, deradicalization,

prevention programs, Sweden, Russia.
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INTRODUCTION

Background

Radicalization among youth, particularly within Europe, has emerged as a pressing
concern over the past decade, driven by various factors including socioeconomic disparities,
feelings of alienation, exposure to extremist ideologies via online platforms, and geopolitical
events.! The influx of refugees into Europe, particularly during the 2015 crisis, has had profound
implications for societal dynamics, engendering heightened concerns about radicalization. While
the majority of refugees seek safety and improved opportunities, the substantial volume of
arrivals has strained resources and ignited debates surrounding cultural integration, which

extremist groups have exploited for recruitment purposes.

With universal access to the Internet, the emergence of online radical groups has become
prevalent across Europe. While the Internet predominantly serves as a tool for uniting
like-minded individuals rather than outright coercing the vulnerable, instances of organizations
manipulating individuals into self-harm, as evidenced by the Blue Whale phenomenon, are
alarming.? Such groups often target minors and adolescents, who are notably more susceptible to
influence.’ The perilous nature of these groups compels governments to assist those at risk and

mitigate further harm by enacting regulatory measures and funding support centers.*

! Cherney, Adrian, Emma Belton, Siti Amirah Binte Norham, and Jack Milts. 2020. “Understanding Youth Radicalisation: An
Analysis of Australian Data.” Behavioral Sciences of Terrorism and Political Aggression

2Y. Li, "A Comparative Analysis of Anti-Cyberbullying Laws Between Russia and China," in Handbook on Cyber Hate, ed. A.
Wagner and S. Marusek, vol. 13 (Cham: Springer, 2024),

* S. Moskalenko and C. McCauley, "Understanding Political Radicalization: The Two-Pyramids Model," American Psychologist
72, no. 3 (2017)

* Aysenur Benevento, "In Search of an Appropriate Channel for Voicing Political Concerns: Political Participation among
Radicalised Youth in Europe," Journal of Contemporary European Studies 32, no. 3 (2023)


https://doi.org/10.1037/amp0000062

Motivation

My interest in the problem of youth radicalization has intensified over recent years.
Although I have not been directly affected, as a young individual with considerable social media
engagement, I am routinely exposed to a myriad of content, comments, and representations of
public opinion. In my subjective perception, there appears to be a troubling normalization of
certain claims with insufficient consideration of radical implications. My cognitive attention
gravitates toward issues that resonate with me personally. The shocking outcome of the U.S.
presidential election in 2016 catalyzed my analysis of youth polarization within a reliable
statistical framework, illuminating the complexities of global socio-political dynamics. This
realization prompted years of investigation into social attitudes and scholarly discourse

concerning radicalization.

This exploration is not merely academic; it represents a personal journey. Given the
global interest in this topic and the challenges I face due to limited resources, I have opted to
narrow my focus to my current social group: underground students. Following preliminary
research, I identified Russia as a pertinent comparative context, further enriching the relevance

of my study within the field of international affairs.

Research Purpose
The primary purpose of this study is to ascertain the extent and manner in which
government involvement contributes to the deradicalization of youth. The objectives that

underpin this primary purpose include:

e Identification of existing preventive measures and programs in Russia and Sweden.

e Evaluation of the effectiveness of these preventive measures.



Identification of factors influencing the success of preventive measures in both countries.
Investigation of the impact of legislative and law enforcement measures on student
radicalization.

Conducting a comparative analysis of strategies to prevent radicalization among students
in Russia and Sweden.

Development of recommendations for enhancing preventive measures for young adults.
Investigation of the role of educational and social initiatives in preventing radicalization

among students.

Research Questions

How effective are government preventive measures in reducing youth radicalization in
Sweden and Russia?

What specific strategies and programs have been successfully implemented to prevent
youth radicalization in these countries?

How do these measures vary between Sweden and Russia?

What factors contribute to the success or failure of these preventive measures in each
country?

What common challenges are faced in implementing these measures in both Sweden and
Russia?

How do community involvement and support impact the effectiveness of these measures

in each country?



Contribution

This research on the impact of government preventive measures on youth radicalization
in Sweden and Russia aspires to contribute valuable insights toward the development of effective
strategies to counteract this phenomenon. The findings from the analysis of existing studies and
interviews will not only inform improvements to current policies and programs but will also
facilitate the exchange of experiences based on the comparative analysis of the two countries.
The conclusions and recommendations that emerge from this research can serve as a foundation
for developing novel approaches to education and social initiatives aimed at preventing
radicalization among young people. Furthermore, the data collected through comparative
analysis will help elucidate trends in the development of social perceptions within society.
Ultimately, this contributes to the establishment of a safer and more sustainable environment

wherein young individuals can thrive without succumbing to extremist ideologies.

Limits

As previously mentioned, the challenges associated with accessing information for this
research are significant. While I have adjusted the topic to navigate major obstacles, I must also
consider the following limitations: First, the summer timing of this study coincides with a period
when weather hardship due to the annual Typhoon season, followed by around a month of rain,
bringing physical daily fatigue leading to the lowest productivity within the year, thereby
imposing a strict timeframe for conducting my research. Additionally, differing factors in each
country may further diminish participation rates in interviews. I anticipate that Swedish
specialists may be less inclined to assist a stranger with a Russian background due to the nature
of current social interactions and prejudice in Europe. While this may not present an

insurmountable issue, it warrants careful consideration. Moreover, the language barrier is a



significant factor; although English proficiency in Sweden is statistically high, it remains a
second language, potentially reducing my sample size. In Russia, lower engagement may stem
from the sensitive nature of the questions posed, as individuals may be reticent to express their
opinions publicly. Consequently, it will be crucial to formulate neutral, non-consequential
questions that contribute meaningfully to the research. Lastly, my physical presence in Taiwan
restricts my ability to travel to the countries of interest, necessitating online data collection and

recruitment of respondents.

Despite these limitations, I am confident that careful planning and consideration of these

factors will enable me to complete the study within the established timeframe.

Delimits

This research will not include a personalized projection of the current situation in relation
to the topic, due to a lack of personal experience in the field. Respondents will be categorized by
their backgrounds if data varies sufficiently; however, the study will not be based on factors such
as religion, personal psychological characteristics, or gender due to their irrelevance to the
outcomes. Furthermore, this work will not examine the influence of international factors, such as
global political events or ideologies, on radicalization in Russia and Sweden; rather, it will
concentrate on governmental measures to prevent radicalization in relation to the aforementioned

events.



LITERATURE REVIEW

The growing issue of radicalization in society is not a new phenomenon; it has been
extensively studied and analyzed by many scholars, providing valuable insights into preventive
methods. To understand what can and should be done, it is crucial to explore the process of
radicalization itself—examining its causes, characteristics, and associated statistics. A key
challenge in this field is that research on political violence often relies on a binary approach,
interpreting the absence of one form of violence as peace. This simplification can be misleading,
as various forms of violence can coexist, each serving as a potential expression of conflict. For
instance, J.G. Horgan observes in “The Psychology of Terrorism” that the absence of civil war
does not necessarily indicate peace; instead, terrorism may rise in its place. This limited
perspective leads to biased conclusions, as it overlooks the complex interconnections between

different types of political violence.

To avoid such oversimplifications, it is essential to consider historical contexts, cultural
norms, and a country’s social and economic conditions when examining the types and causes of
radicalization. A nuanced understanding of these factors enables us to grasp the complexities of
reintegration and deradicalization, requiring a multifaceted approach involving media literacy,
access to diverse information sources, critical thinking, and early education, as well as timely
interventions at pivotal moments in a person’s life. While punitive measures implemented by law
enforcement can often reinforce extremist views, social support and intervention from friends,
family, or former radicals play an important role, emphasizing the influence of social

environments on radicalization and deradicalization processes.’

* National Institute of Justice, "Domestic Radicalization and Deradicalization: Insights from Family and Friends," 2024,


https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/domestic-radicalization-and-deradicalization-insights-family-and-friends#policy-implications-and-future-research-directions
https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/domestic-radicalization-and-deradicalization-insights-family-and-friends#policy-implications-and-future-research-directions
https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/domestic-radicalization-and-deradicalization-insights-family-and-friends#policy-implications-and-future-research-directions

To fully understand this complex problem, we need to look at its roots in the unique
histories of Sweden and Russia. Past conflicts, ideologies, and social issues shape the forms
radicalization takes today. Exploring these histories reveals patterns that can inform effective

prevention and intervention efforts.

Historical Background

Throughout the history of nations worldwide, there have been radical movements with
both socially beneficial and damaging outcomes. Their approaches to accepted violence differ
based on various factors, including causes of dissatisfaction, goals pursued by these groupings,
the timing of events, and location. Each decision made, with its butterfly effect, shapes the
cultural code of future generations. The Arab Spring, a product of numerous state abuses, has
renewed emphasis on civic engagement, collective activism, and the power of social media,
galvanizing a generation to challenge authoritarian regimes and champion democratic ideals and
human rights across the region and beyond.® Perceptions of historical precedents often prescribe
what is deemed fitting within appropriate norms.

Thus, to understand contemporary dynamics, it is essential to analyze key historical

events within each country, leading to insights into their tragically divergent paths.

®"The Arab Spring: A Year of Revolution," December 17, 2011, National Public Radio,


http://www.npr.org/2011/12/17/143897126/the-arab-spring-a-year-of-revolution
http://www.npr.org/2011/12/17/143897126/the-arab-spring-a-year-of-revolution

Sweden

Sweden, known for its welfare state and liberal values, has witnessed radicalization
primarily through the far-left and far-right. In the post-WWII era, left-wing groups influenced by
global revolutions gained traction but remained largely non-violent.” However, the 1990s saw a
rise in nationalism, fueled by immigration debates, leading to the emergence of far-right groups
like the Sweden Democrats, whose influence expanded in the 21st century.® The 2015 refugee
crisis accelerated this polarization, resulting in increased far-right violence and radicalization
linked to Islamist ideologies.” Young Swedish Muslims, in particular, have been radicalized
through a combination of socio-economic alienation and global jihadist movements, including
ISIS recruitment.'’ In response, Sweden has struggled to balance its inclusive policies with
growing security concerns and gang violence, largely attributed to criminal immigrant
networks."" Sweden’s radicalization is thus a product of shifting demographic, political, and
security dynamics, with ongoing tensions between multiculturalism and integration. As of 2024,
political polarization continues to rise, particularly with far-right movements challenging

Sweden’s identity as a liberal haven.'?

" A. Peterson, H. Thorn, and M. Wahlstrom, "Sweden 1950-2015: Contentious Politics and Social Movements between
Confrontation and Conditioned Cooperation," in Popular Struggle and Democracy in Scandinavia, ed. F. Mikkelsen, K.
Kjeldstadli, and S. Nyzell (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018),

8 D. Tomson, The Rise of Sweden Democrats: Islam, Populism and the End of Swedish Exceptionalism (Brookings Institution,
2020),

? B. Ozdemir and L. Scharenberg, The Refugee Crisis and the Rise of Far-Right Violence in Europe (Policy Analysis Institute,
2018),

19 E. Bakker, Global Jihadist Movements and the Radicalization of Youth (Institute for Security Studies, 2017)

' C. Sifstrom and J. Winroth, Crime and Integration: The Impact of Immigrant Networks on Gang Violence in Sweden (Swedish
Institute for Crime Prevention, 2023)

12 J. Méller, The Rise of Political Polarization in Sweden (European Political Studies Review, 2023)


https://coilink.org/20.500.12592/kfsmz5
https://doi.org/10.1057/978-1-137-57855-6_13

Russia

In contrast, Russia’s radicalization history is marked by violent revolution and
state-enforced control. The 1917 Bolshevik Revolution, fueled by widespread discontent,
established the Soviet Union under Lenin’s radical Marxist-Leninist ideology, later enforced
through Stalin’s brutal purges and collectivization."® Following the collapse of the USSR, the
1990s saw the rise of both far-right nationalism and radical Islamic movements, particularly in
the volatile North Caucasus." In recent decades, Russia has experienced growing nationalism
under Vladimir Putin’s regime, often supported by far-right groups that view Russia’s
expansionism as vital to national identity.”” The annexation of Crimea in 2014 and the ongoing
war in Ukraine have fueled a resurgence of Russian imperialism and far-right radicalization, with
groups like the Night Wolves biker gang endorsing the Kremlin’s policies.'® Domestic
radicalization has also been marked by opposition movements, such as the Navalny-led protests,
which faced violent repression, including arrests and exile of political dissidents.'” By 2024,
Russia remains polarized, with increasing state censorship, a crackdown on civil liberties, and

the growth of both pro- and anti-regime radical groups.

1 P, Kenez, A History of the Soviet Union from the Beginning to the End (Cambridge University Press, 2006)

14 S, Markov, Nationalism and Radicalism in Post-Soviet Russia (Russian Policy Review, 2015)

13V, Likhachev, The Role of Nationalist Movements in Russia’s Expansionist Policies (Russian Studies Journal, 2021)

' D. Shvidkovsky, Russian Nationalism and Far-Right Movements: The Case of the Night Wolves (Eurasian Studies Quarterly,
2022)

'"T. Jones, Dissent in Russia: Navalny and the State’s Repression of Opposition Movements (International Journal of Political
Studies, 2023)



The Modern Definition of Radicalization
Research in Sweden and Russia suggests that, while definitions of radicalism vary, both
countries converge on understanding radicalism as a deviation from democratic norms,
manifesting through authoritarianism, nationalism, or rejection of liberal democratic values.'®
Studies indicate that defining radicalism can be challenging due to its encompassing spectrum of
ideological beliefs, ranging from right-wing extremism to left-wing anti-establishment

movements, depending on societal and political contexts."”

Sweden

Radicalism in Sweden has increasingly tied itself to right-wing populism and nationalism,
largely as a backlash against immigration and multiculturalism. The ascent of the Sweden
Democrats—a populist, far-right party—illustrates this shift, as they have capitalized on growing
anti-immigrant sentiments to reshape political discourse.”® This rise in right-wing populism
connects with underlying discontent toward liberal democratic values, often paired with

nationalist and xenophobic perspectives resonating within segments of Swedish society.?!

Long-term studies provide further insight into the psychological and social drivers
fueling this trend. Research by McCauley and Moskalenko? identifies that radical attitudes often
stem from perceived threats to national identity and cultural values. The Sweden Democrats have

skillfully leveraged these perceptions to propagate anti-immigrant and anti-globalization

'8 P, R. Neumann, Radicalized: New Jihadists and the Threat to the West (Bloomsbury, 2016)
1 Ruud Koopmans and Susan Olzak, "Protest and Radicalization in Western Europe," Social Movement Studies 3, no. 1 (2004):

2 Oskarson, Maria, and Marie Demker. “Room for Realignment: The Working-Class Sympathy for Sweden Democrats.”
Government and Opposition 50, no. 4 (2015): 629-51.

2l Ekman, M. Populism and National Identity in Modern Sweden (Nordic Journal of Migration Research, 2020)

22 McCauley, C., and S. Moskalenko, The Psychology of Radicalization: Individual and Social Pathways (American Sociological
Association, 2017)

10



narratives, framing multiculturalism as a threat to traditional Swedish values.” Broader
European research shows that this phenomenon is not isolated to Sweden; it reflects a
continent-wide trend toward populism and nativism, where similar movements have gained

traction across various nations.

Russia

In Russia, radicalism is primarily viewed as a direct challenge to state authority,
historically tied to political dissent and separatist movements. This perspective is deeply rooted
in Russia’s revolutionary past, tracing back to early Soviet-era conflicts that framed opposition as
threats to unity.”* Today, the Russian government, particularly under Putin, characterizes
radicalism as a destabilizing force, especially in regions like the North Caucasus, where Islamist
and nationalist movements are closely monitored and policed.” Recent studies highlight Russia’s
dual approach to managing radicalism through suppression and strategic nationalism.
Amarasingam details how the state restricts political discourse to limit dissent, while Verkhovsky
describes “managed nationalism” as a strategy to maintain support for pro-state ideologies while
harshly repressing anti-state activities. Russia’s highly securitized model emphasizes control
over social integration, focusing on preventing nationalist and religious extremism from
challenging state stability—a method that aligns with its broader focus on national unity and

loyalty to the regime.

2 Mulinari, D., & Neergaard, A. We are Sweden Democrats because we care for others: Exploring racisms in the Swedish
extreme right. European Journal of Women’s Studies, (2014)

P, Kenez, A History of the Soviet Union from the Beginning to the End (Cambridge University Press, 2006)

» David Herbert, A Different Dynamic? Explaining Prejudice Against Muslims in the Russian Federation: Islamophobia or
Internalised Racial Hierarchy?, in: Connections. A Journal for Historians and Area Specialists, 01.02.2019,
http://www.connections.clio-online.net/article/id/fda-133252.

11
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Key Factors Contributing to Radicalism: Individual and Social Pathways

Examining individual and social pathways to radicalism allows us to identify key drivers
of radical behavior and beliefs. The individual pathway highlights how personal
experiences—such as marginalization, identity crises, or perceived injustice—can give rise to
feelings of alienation that radical ideologies exploit. This personal frustration can often provide
the basis for radical beliefs, especially when individuals are searching for an identity or purpose
that radical groups claim to provide.*

The social pathway, in contrast, looks at the broader influence of societal structures,
group dynamics, and socio-political factors. In Sweden, social media and online forums
disseminate radical narratives, often appealing to collective grievances or nationalist sentiments.
However, in Russia, state control over these networks has influenced the development of secret

communities where radical views can be amplified away from public scrutiny.?’

Together, these pathways illustrate how radicalism does not simply emerge from isolated
ideologies but as a confluence of individual motivations and social conditions. By analyzing
these pathways, we can better understand how Sweden and Russia approach radicalism
prevention, focusing not only on ideological containment but also on addressing underlying

psychological and social triggers.

%6 University of Oxford, Radicalism and the Individual: A Study on Pathways to Extremism (Oxford University Press, 2023)

27 Karpova Anna Yu., Kuznetsov Sergey A., Savelev Aleksei O., Vilnin Alexander D. AN ONLINE SCAN OF EXTREME-RIGHT
RADICALIZATION IN SOCIAL NETWORKS(THE CASE OF THE RUSSIAN SOCIAL NETWORK VKONTAKTE). 2022.
https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/an-online-scan-of-extreme-right-radicalization-in-social-networks-the-case-of-the-russian-social-
network-vkontakte

12



Digital Media and Online Pathways to Radicalization

Moving beyond individual and social pathways, digital media and online channels have
become key vectors of radicalization, amplifying the impact of consumed content and facilitating
recruitment. In Sweden, extremist groups have utilized platforms such as social media and
encrypted messaging to reach marginalized individuals and amplify collective grievances. One
prominent example is the spread of far-right nationalist narratives, which have surged
dramatically on Swedish social media in recent years, fostering xenophobic and anti-immigrant
sentiment. Research shows that these digital pathways significantly contribute to the
radicalization of young people, particularly those feeling excluded from mainstream society.

In Russia, the role of digital media is shaped by strict state surveillance, yet underground
networks on platforms like Telegram serve as hubs for radicalization. A notable case is the
emergence of youth anti-system groups that leverage these platforms to spread subversive
content and unite disenfranchised youth. Some of these groups even use cultural references or
trending content to obscure radical messages, avoiding detection while tapping into popular
narratives that resonate with young Russians questioning state control.

These examples illustrate the dual role of digital media as an outreach tool for radical
groups and a growing challenge for authorities in both Sweden and Russia. By examining these
digital pathways, we gain insight into how online spaces facilitate radicalization in differing
socio-political landscapes, ultimately altering prevention strategies in both countries.

Online spaces in Sweden and Russia have seen a notable surge in radical influencers and
groups targeting young people through platforms like YouTube and social media. In Sweden, the
Nordic Resistance Movement, a far-right organization focused on anti-immigration and

pro-nationalist agendas, has been one of the most active groups utilizing digital platforms. They

13



create content that shapes Swedish identity in opposition to multiculturalism, resonating
particularly with a younger audience who feel disconnected from mainstream political discourse.
Despite government control, their messages permeate online communities, creating a space for
individuals to unite around xenophobic and anti-government views.

As Morgan Finnsi6 argues in his interview with ICCT, the NRM's visibility has sparked
considerable concern, prompting various counter-extremism measures. However, the movement's
adaptability in both physical and digital realms has made it a persistent influence, contributing to
the spread of far-right nationalism across Nordic countries. The organization’s emphasis on
community and resistance resonates particularly with younger individuals who may view NRM’s
activism as a rebellion against modern societal norms.

In Russia, the digital sphere has similarly played an important role in disseminating
ultra-nationalist ideologies. Influential figures associated with the neo-Eurasianist theories of
Aleksandr Dugin utilize YouTube to promote Russian ethno-nationalist identity, often portraying
Western influence as a threat to Russian sovereignty. These narratives resonate with Russian
youth disillusioned by economic and social instability, becoming crucial to pro-Russian

extremism and justifying interventionist policies, particularly regarding Ukraine.

% Morgan Finnsid, interview with ICCT about the Nordic Resistance Movement, 2024
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Global Deradicalization Programs

Given the different pathways of radicalization, understanding deradicalization programs
necessitates examining global trends rather than focusing solely on individual countries. These
international programs offer a range of approaches to addressing and disrupting extremist
attitudes, influenced by varying socio-political landscapes and cultural factors. By employing a
comparative lens, we can identify strategies that have proven most resilient and adaptable across
diverse environments.

Global deradicalization programs illustrate a varied landscape of approaches and
outcomes, shaped by factors such as stability, resource availability, and program design
specificity. Studies from organizations like the RAND Corporation and the United States
Institute of Peace indicate that countries with stable infrastructure, such as Denmark and
Morocco, consistently report more effective deradicalization results. Denmark's “Aarhus Model”
and Morocco's “Moussalaha” program achieve recidivism rates as low as 5% and reintegration
rates near 70%, owing to their integrated use of psychological counseling, economic support, and
continuous reintegration efforts, significantly lowering relapse risks.*’

Programs in the U.S. and other Western nations often target behavioral change more than
mental transformation. Collaborations with NGOs, like Beyond Barriers, focus on psychological
support, job training, and social reintegration. However, the nuanced and ongoing nature of the
radicalization process makes capturing reliable long-term success rates challenging, underscoring
the need for improved data tracking and outcome analysis.

In sharp contrast, deradicalization efforts in conflict zones face significant obstacles. In

Syria’s Al-Hol camp, for example, recidivism rates exceed 50% as instability, resource shortages,

# M. H. O'Neill, "Assessing the Effectiveness of Denmark’s Aarhus Model," International Journal of Peace Studies, 2019
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and security challenges hinder consistent program implementation. United Nations-backed
initiatives promoting rehabilitation and reintegration find limited success due to persistent
violence and inadequate support structures in these high-risk zones.*

The most promising deradicalization outcomes arise from programs blending
psychological support, economic incentives, and individualized follow-up—characteristics
evident in both the Aarhus Model and Moussalaha program. These approaches underscore the
critical role of sustained resources, structured aftercare, and community engagement in fostering

sustainable reintegration and minimizing radicalization relapse.’!

Comparative Approaches: Sweden and Russia

Sweden and Russia approach deradicalization in ways that mirror their societal structures
and political goals, illustrating two contrasting models in the global fight against radicalization.
In Sweden, deradicalization efforts are grounded in preventive and community-centered
strategies. The Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE) initiative is a core component of Sweden's
approach, focusing on socio-economic support, education, and close collaboration with local
authorities and civil society. This model includes individualized interventions for those identified
as vulnerable to extremist ideologies, such as mentorship programs, psychological counseling,
and skills training for social reintegration. These efforts align with the broader international
agenda promoted by bodies like the United Nations, emphasizing addressing the root causes of
radicalization through inclusivity, resilience, and community-led programs.*

Conversely, Russia’s deradicalization approach centers on a securitized, state-led model.

Russia’s anti-extremism laws focus on dismantling radical groups, monitoring digital spaces, and

3% United Nations, "UN Support for Rehabilitation of Foreign Fighters in Syria," 2022
3IK. Ahmed, "Best Practices in Counter-Radicalization Programs," Journal of Extremism 6, no. 2 (2020): 42-60.
32 Swedish National Council for Crime Prevention, "Preventing Violent Extremism in Sweden," 2020
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surveilling suspected individuals. Although certain reintegration programs, such as the Social
Adaptation initiative, offer limited support for reintegrating former radicals, these programs are
heavily overshadowed by the state’s emphasis on control and suppression. Russia’s approach
often involves collaboration with religious institutions to promote "patriotic values" and
state-aligned narratives, focusing on discouraging dissent rather than fostering community
inclusion. This strategy diverges from global deradicalization models, underscoring the
prioritization of state security over community engagement and preventive care. Reports from
the Institute for Strategic Dialogue and Human Rights Watch document how this
method—focused on containment rather than open social reintegration—reflects an authoritarian
response to perceived threats within Russia’s political landscape.™

These radicalization strategies can differ widely in effectiveness and orientation. While
Sweden’s approach aligns with international best practices emphasizing prevention, resilience,
and community support, Russia’s model underscores the complexities of counter-radicalization

in highly securitized states.

Government Initiatives in the Past Decade (2014-2024)

In recent years, deradicalization programs globally have increasingly emphasized
community involvement, economic support, and tailored psychological assistance as best
practices for reducing the appeal of radical ideologies. Programs in Denmark and Morocco, such
as the Aarhus Model and Moussalaha Program, illustrate this approach with low recidivism rates
achieved through strong community ties and ongoing support networks. Over the past decade,

both Sweden and Russia have implemented distinct yet occasionally overlapping strategies to

¥ Institute for Strategic Dialogue, "The Authoritarian Approach to Extremism in Russia," 2021
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address the spread of radical ideologies within their borders, designed to fit their unique societal
contexts while aligning with global trends in countering violent extremism.**

Sweden’s focus on local partnerships and community-based interventions reflects these
global practices, particularly in its use of systematic aftercare and local buy-in. Meanwhile,
Russia’s model also aligns with global strategies, especially in integrating religious and
ideological reformation elements. However, its unique blend of state-driven control and religious
collaboration remains distinct from the more community-centered frameworks seen in Western
countries, emphasizing a model of "managed nationalism" that allows certain groups to operate

under state-aligned narratives.*

Sweden

Sweden has developed an increasingly community-oriented and multi-agency framework
aimed at both preventing and countering radicalization. The most influential work is conducted
under the Swedish Center for Preventing Violent Extremism (CVE), established under the
National Council for Crime Prevention to spearhead national efforts by coordinating resources
among municipalities and law enforcement agencies. Sweden’s updated "Prevent, Avert, Protect,
and Manage" strategy, particularly after 2024, focuses on tackling violent extremism at its roots,
utilizing agencies like the Swedish Security Service and the Swedish Civil Contingencies
Agency to monitor risks and provide rapid responses to emergent threats. This strategy is
supported by EU collaboration, aligning Sweden’s methods with broader European

counter-terrorism policies to ensure an adaptive approach.*®

3% United Nations Development Programme, "Pathways to Prevent Violent Extremism," 2023
35 A. N. Grigoryev, "Managed Nationalism: The Case of Russia," Nationalities Papers 50, no. 3 (2022): 456-78.
¢ Swedish Security Service, "National Strategy for Preventing Violent Extremism," 2023
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Locally, Sweden emphasizes addressing social drivers of radicalization. The Swedish
National Board of Health and Welfare aids municipalities in implementing preventative
interventions that engage directly with communities, often including counseling, job training,

and youth outreach to create a foundation for early intervention.

Russia

In contrast, Russia’s approach focuses heavily on ideological and rehabilitative methods,
with a marked emphasis on containment within its legal framework. The National
Anti-Terrorism Committee leads Russia’s centralized response, deploying security operations in
collaboration with religious organizations to counter radical narratives, particularly in high-risk
populations like the North Caucasus. Since 2014, Russia has intensified efforts to de-radicalize
inmates through ideological reformation programs, often supported by local religious authorities,
to minimize recidivism and reintegrate individuals into society.

Collaboration with religious entities, such as the Russian Orthodox Church, forms a core
part of Russia's strategy, particularly in Chechnya, where local government-driven rehabilitation
combines cultural reinforcement with vocational training to address the specific needs of
individuals affected by extremist ideologies. This model shows similarities to global
deradicalization trends, particularly through community engagement and social support
networks, yet remains distinctly aligned with Russia's state priorities, as partnerships with the

Moscow Patriarchate contradict the interests of targeted groups.’’

37 T. V. Nikolaev, "The Role of Religious Institutions in Russian Anti-Terrorism Strategy," Sociological Review 71, no. 2 (2024):
234-48
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Alignment with Global Trends

Sweden’s commitment to a community-centered model aligns closely with global
practices that emphasize social reintegration, local partnerships, and systematic aftercare.
Russia’s model, while similarly incorporating religious elements and social support networks,
contrasts in its approach by blending state influence with ideological reformation. Nonetheless,
both nations mirror global trends by integrating community engagement and multi-layered

interventions as central to their deradicalization efforts.®

The Role of the NGOs

Recognizing the critical role of NGOs in addressing radicalization and extremist
ideologies is essential as we move from government-led deradicalization efforts. While state
programs provide structure and legal frameworks, NGOs often bridge the gap between formal
policies and community-based support, offering flexible, grassroots approaches to prevention
and rehabilitation.** Organizations like Beyond Barriers in the United States and Exit Sweden
emphasize personalized pathways out of extremism, tailoring their programs to meet the specific
needs of individuals with backgrounds in radical groups.

These NGOs operate with less rigidity than government agencies, allowing them to build
trust within communities, especially where government programs may face skepticism or
resistance. Through initiatives like counseling, vocational training, and peer mentorship, NGOs
foster a sense of belonging and support that can reduce the allure of extremist groups.

Internationally, NGO collaborations complement government initiatives, sharing best practices

3% Global Counterterrorism Forum, "Community Engagement in Counter-Radicalization," 2021
¥ Beyond Barriers, "Empowering Individuals to Move Away from Extremism," 2022
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and working across borders to tackle radicalization from a holistic, multi-dimensional
perspective.*

In many cases, NGOs offer more hands-on, compassionate approaches that support
long-term reintegration, emphasizing not only behavioral change but also social inclusion. This
dynamic allows them to address specific psychological and social factors contributing to
radicalization, often filling in where government programs leave off. The efforts of NGOs may
vary based on their viewpoints, but they play a crucial role in countering extremism effectively.

Swedish NGOs tackle various forms of extremism, including far-right, religious, and
xenophobic ideologies. Their community-oriented programs emphasize integration, social
support, and inclusion. Organizations like Expo combat far-right extremism through research and
education, while Fryshuset engages at-risk youth through mentorship and outreach initiatives.
These NGOs align with Sweden’s emphasis on human rights and social welfare, fostering
resilience against radical influences and promoting social cohesion.

In contrast, Russian NGOs primarily focus on Islamist radicalization or ethnic
nationalism, particularly in regions like the North Caucasus. The Civic Assistance Committee
aids vulnerable populations, including migrants and refugees, but their efforts are shaped by a
framework of state control that limits political dissent. As a result, these organizations often
prioritize maintaining social stability over broader counter-radicalization efforts.*!

This divergence in the roles NGOs play in addressing radicalization reflects the broader

objectives of each country's deradicalization efforts.

40 A. B. Smith, "The Role of NGOs in Countering Violent Extremism," Nonprofit Management and Leadership 31, no. 1 (2020):
45-68.
41 Civic Assistance Committee, "Supporting Migrants in Russia: Challenges and Opportunities," 2023
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Case Studies of Deradicalization Programs: Sweden and Russia
This divergence in NGO roles reflects the broader objectives of each country's
deradicalization efforts, warranting exploration through detailed case studies. In this section, we
will examine specific deradicalization programs implemented in Sweden and Russia, analyzing
their methodologies, successes, and challenges within their unique political and social

landscapes.

Sweden

Sweden’s approach to deradicalization consistently prioritizes community-based
programs emphasizing prevention and rehabilitation. The Exit Programme, launched in 2000, is
a cornerstone example of these efforts. It supports individuals aiming to disengage from
extremist ideologies, particularly far-right and jihadist movements. This program's effectiveness
lies in its peer-based model, where former extremists mentor those at risk, providing both
psychological support and practical aid, such as job training.** This approach has been especially
effective in building trust and facilitating disassociation. However, challenges remain, as a 2023
report from the Swedish Security Service documented a concerning rise in far-right activity,
particularly among disaffected urban youth, underscoring the need for renewed strategies to
tackle this issue.”

Sweden also actively participates in the Radicalization Awareness Network (RAN), a
European initiative aimed at early identification and intervention. By training educators and

social workers to recognize early signs of radicalization, Sweden has developed a proactive

“2 A. Ranstorp and J. Horgan, "Deradicalization Programs: A Comparative Perspective," Journal of Extremism 6, no. 1 (2017):
25-43.
+ Sikerhetspolisen, "Annual Report 2023," Swedish Security Service, 2023.
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approach to prevention.** However, environmental shifts necessitate more focused interventions,
especially in areas with high immigrant populations and growing social polarization.*

Moreover, Sweden’s refugee integration programs have been crucial in mitigating social
exclusion, a significant driver of radicalization. Since the 2015 refugee crisis, these programs
have emphasized social integration through language courses and employment opportunities.
Nevertheless, recent criticisms highlight that economic hardships among young refugees,
coupled with rising political tensions around immigration, may exacerbate grievances that fuel
radical ideologies. *

Looking forward, Sweden’s National Action Plan (NAP) for 2024-2028 reflects a
continued commitment to counter various forms of extremism, including far-right and radical
Islamist movements. This updated plan centers on community engagement, social support, and

integration as fundamental pillars of resilience against radicalization.

Russia

In contrast, Russia’s counter-radicalization approach diverges starkly from Sweden’s,
shaped by its historical challenges and tensions. In regions like the North Caucasus, where
separatist and jihadist movements have deep roots, the Russian government has leaned on
strategies of surveillance, ideological control, and force. Launched in the mid-2000s, Russia’s
counter-extremism campaign blends strict legal policies, sweeping surveillance, and a
state-approved version of Islam to curb radical ideologies. On the surface, this has reduced

visible terrorist actions, yet these methods often sidestep the underlying issues fueling

4 Hammarberg, A. "Radicalization Awareness in Sweden," Journal of Social Work 18, no. 4 (2023): 523-37.

4 J. Dahl, "Social Polarization in Sweden: Implications for Radicalization," Scandinavian Journal of Political Science 47, no. 2
(2024): 125-45.

4 M. Lodenius, "Refugee Integration and Radicalization: A Critical Analysis," Journal of Migration Studies 15, no. 2 (2023):
220-38.
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radicalization—ethnic divides, economic hardship, and political repression.*’ Critics suggest
these hardline tactics stifle outward extremism but leave core grievances unaddressed, risking
further alienation.*®

One controversial element of Russia’s approach has been re-education camps in the North
Caucasus, where detainees undergo intense ideological training to instill state loyalty. Critics
argue these camps reinforce alienation rather than lead to genuine disengagement from radical
beliefs. Human rights groups widely criticize these camps for authoritarian methods, noting that
instead of offering lasting solutions, they may perpetuate cycles of repression and
radicalization.*’

Additionally, Russia has intensified efforts to combat radicalization online, controlling
narratives through state-run media and rigorous cyber surveillance. This intent to stifle extremist
messaging raises significant concerns about censorship and the right to free expression. In a
tightly regulated digital landscape, fostering meaningful dialogue with at-risk communities
becomes a challenge, potentially deepening mistrust.*

Ultimately, Russia’s approach highlights the complexities of tackling radicalization
through top-down control. Suppressive tactics may quiet symptoms, but they seldom address the
complex roots of extremism, suggesting that a more nuanced, inclusive approach may be

necessary for lasting change.

47 Swedish Government, "National Action Plan Against Violent Extremism," 2024-2028.

* A. Malyukov, "Counter-Extremism Strategies in Russia," Journal of Conflict Resolution 63, no. 1 (2019): 88-105.

4 D. Ivanov, "Re-education Camps in the North Caucasus: Human Rights Concerns," Human Rights Review 25, no. 3 (2024):
345-62.

% M. Shvidkovsky, "Digital Censorship and Radicalization in Russia," Media, Culture & Society 46, no. 5 (2024): 667-84.
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Evaluation Methods and Gaps in Literature

Feedback on community-based deradicalization models in Sweden and Denmark has
been constructive and critical. Supporters highlight the successes of the Danish Aarhus model,
which prioritizes early intervention through close local collaboration between social workers,
police, and other stakeholders to reduce radicalization risks. By engaging community leaders and
families, these programs create a support structure to help vulnerable individuals. This locally
focused, multi-stakeholder model has shown promising results, with reduced recidivism and
better reintegration outcomes for participants. Initiatives in Sweden similarly leverage civil
society and partnerships between municipalities, with a focus on inclusion and youth-oriented
programs to mitigate the social drivers of extremism. However, critics argue that these programs
sometimes struggle to balance safety needs with privacy concerns and integration challenges. In
Sweden, concerns have emerged about the role of faith-based organizations (FBOs) and civil
society groups, particularly regarding government funding and the potential influence of groups
with controversial ideological affiliations. Some experts suggest that while these partnerships are
critical, they can also lead to stigmatization if not managed sensitively, with concerns that certain
programs may inadvertently alienate rather than integrate target groups, particularly if they lack

transparency or clear accountability measures. *'

These criticisms underscore ongoing debates about balancing human rights and security.
While these programs are consistent with a global shift toward community-based approaches, the

challenges reflect broader issues common to deradicalization efforts worldwide, namely

1], B. Smith, "Evaluating the Aarhus Model: Successes and Challenges," International Journal of Peace Studies
22, no. 3 (2020): 77-92.
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maintaining a delicate balance between intervention and civil liberties, as well as the question of

long-term effectiveness in preventing extremism.

In Sweden, the implementation of deradicalization programs, particularly through the
Center for Preventing Violent Extremism (CVE), involves collaboration across various
government levels, local organizations, and community groups. Local municipalities, police, and
social services play critical roles in identifying individuals at risk and providing support and
intervention measures. Key initiatives focus on outreach and early intervention, often involving
educational campaigns, counseling services, and community engagement programs to address

underlying social and psychological drivers of extremism.

Experts note strengths and limitations in Sweden’s approach. The CVE's
community-driven methods and integration with local actors are often praised for encouraging
preventive rather than punitive measures. This approach is believed to offer longer-lasting
outcomes by addressing root causes and providing at-risk individuals with pathways to
reintegration. However, critiques arise primarily regarding the difficulty of measuring success
due to the lack of transparent, long-term data on program outcomes. Some experts highlight
concerns over privacy and freedom, as data collection can create ethical challenges related to

surveillance and civil liberties.>

In Russia, deradicalization efforts are largely coordinated by the National Anti-Terrorism
Committee, relying heavily on collaboration with religious and ideological organizations.
Religious authorities, particularly in regions like Chechnya, facilitate ideological rehabilitation

and reintegration, while government entities focus on maintaining tight control over the

52 Alhussein, "Ethical Challenges in Community-Based Deradicalization Programs,” Journal of Ethics in Social Work 19, no. 4
(2023): 300-16.
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narrative. Russian experts often view this approach as practical within the local context, yet
international observers criticize it for being overly state-controlled, potentially undermining

community trust and hindering true ideological reform.

These varied perspectives reflect both the benefits and challenges of deradicalization
approaches in Sweden and Russia, with each country adapting its strategies to align with specific
political and social contexts while engaging with global standards on combating violent

extremism.
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METHODOLOGY
Research Design

This research adopts a comparative, qualitative methodology to examine and understand
the effectiveness of measures against youth radicalization in Sweden and Russia. The study uses
semi-structured interviews in order to access deep, context-specific insights that quantitative
methods might miss. By engaging with researchers, political scientists, and influential social
media personalities directly involved in studying, discussing, or appraising the deradicalization
measures, the study gains perspectives both from subject matter experts and from individuals
engaged in public discussions.

The interview structure and research questions were crafted with two core objectives:
first, to allow interviewees to share both academic and personal insights; and second, to align
closely with existing theoretical frameworks on radicalization and deradicalization. The design
acknowledges that radicalization has complex sociopolitical roots, and capturing these requires

flexibility in questioning and depth in analysis.

A comparative approach was chosen to draw comparisons between policies implemented
in Sweden and Russia effectively and efficiently. This method allows the research to identify
unique country-specific factors and highlight similarities in youth deradicalization strategies. The
responses were then analyzed through thematic coding, which helped identify major themes and

variations between the two countries.

28



Study Participants

Due to the study’s specific focus and practical constraints, simple random samplinghave
been used to select participants. This approach is effective in providing a broad range of
perspectives without needing to intentionally diversify the sample based on age, gender, race, or
hierarchical position within organizations. Instead, participant selection have prioritized
individuals with relevant expertise, specifically:

e Journalists covering issues related to radicalization and deradicalization.

e Experts in political science, sociology, or similar fields related to youth radicalization.

e Employees of research centers actively working on radicalization, deradicalization, or
security studies.

e Individuals with firsthand experience of undergoing radicalization processes.

Each participant was required to have at least five years of experience in their respective
fields, ensuring that responses reflect substantial, informed insights grounded in both practical
experience and theoretical knowledge.

However, after a long process of reaching out, I have been rejected by each political
experts, therefore, ended up in contact with 5 participants, 4 of them are men in the field of
journalism, 2 Swedish and 2 Russian, covering various topics, including constant observation of
local radicalism. Each of the worker had been working on articles starting over a decade ago,
which exceeded intention of five year experience bar. Besides, one respondee is a woman from
Sweden, who has experienced the deradicalization and now is partaking curatorship in the
program herself.

This approach enabled the study to capture reliable perspectives that directly informed

the effectiveness of radicalization measures.
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Interview Structure

A semi-structured interview format was selected to accommodate the multifaceted nature
of radicalization and deradicalization. The interview guide was developed with three main goals
in mind:

e Encouraging academic and professional Perspectives

Meaning, questions are crafted to prompt responses based on the participants’
professional or academic backgrounds, allowing them to share both objective assessments and
personal reflections.

e Allowing flexibility for detailed insights.

Through semi-structured questions, respondents can elaborate on aspects related to their
own expertise, which is particularly beneficial given the varied professional experiences among
participants.

e Aligning with theoretical frameworks:

The questions are informed by the chosen Social Identity Theory, exploring themes

such as the influence of group identity on radical behaviors and the role of social learning in

deradicalization.
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Topics and Themes Covered
The interview questions will focus on several key areas:
e Participants’ involvement and perspective on deradicalization efforts.
e Perceptions of societal or structural factors contributing to youth radicalization in each
country.
e Evaluations of the effectiveness of current policies and strategies.
e Reflections on the role of social identity and social learning in both the onset of radical

behaviors and the deradicalization process.

Data Collection

Interviewees were reached out through such platforms as Linkedin, Email, public
Facebook, and Telegram. Their contacts were identified through relevant academic articles,
public program reports, and references made in various formats, including written and video
essays. The process began in August with an everage of month response, eventually including 5
participant for semi-structured interviews taken. The interviews themselves have been conducted
through online platforms to ensure accessibility, considering participants' availability and
location constraints. The interviews were recorded and transcribed with participants’ consent,
after which responses have undergone thematic coding. This analytical process is designed to
systematically categorize key themes, identify recurring perspectives, and reveal cross-national
variations and similarities in deradicalization practices and perceptions.

The thematic coding process suppors the comparative analysis by highlighting both
unique and shared patterns in Sweden’s and Russia’s approaches to youth deradicalization,

offering insights that are both theoretically and practically relevant.
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DATA ANALYSIS
In assessing the effectiveness of youth deradicalization programs in Sweden and Russia,
this analysis combines measurable statistical data with qualitative insights from expert
interviews. This method allows us to identify core differences between the countries' approaches,
framed around key thematic areas: Social Identity Theory, Governmental Influence, and
Community Engagement. Each theme explored through a comparative lens, highlights how

national priorities shape the structure and outcomes of deradicalization efforts.

Sample Transcript Excerpt (of a Swedish Respondent)

Transcript text:

"When young people join radical groups, it’s often because they feel isolated and
misunderstood by mainstream society. Our approach focuses on building relationships and
community support, rather than punishment, which we find helps them create new identities that

don't revolve around extremism. We work closely with NGOs to provide social networks and

mentorship."

Table 1.1: Patterns of NGO Collaboration in Sweden
Text Segment Code

"When young people join radical groups, Youth Isolation
it’s often because they feel isolated..."

"...misunderstood by mainstream society." = Marginalization

"Our approach focuses on building Community-Based Approach
relationships and community support..."

"...rather than punishment." Preventive Strategy
"We work closely with NGOs..." NGO Collaboration

"..to provide social networks and Social Networks, Mentorship
mentorship."
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Sample Transcript Excerpt (of a Russian Respondent)

Transcript text:

"In Russia, we take a firm stance on extremism. The government has implemented strict
policies to monitor and control radical activities. These measures help ensure that individuals
are discouraged from engaging in these behaviors, and they know that there are legal
consequences. However, we recognize that these approaches might lack the flexibility seen in
other countries."”

Table 1.2: Themes from Russian Respondent Analysis

Text Segment Code Theme
"In Russia, we take a firm stance on extremism."  State Control Governmental
Influence
"The government has implemented strict Policy Governmental
policies..." Enforcement Influence
"...to monitor and control radical activities." Surveillance Governmental
Influence
"These measures help ensure that individuals are Deterrence Governmental
discouraged..." Strategy Influence
"...they know that there are legal consequences."  Legal Governmental
Consequences Influence
"We recognize that these approaches might lack Limited Social

flexibility..." Flexibility
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Coding Process
In the coding process:

Chart 1.1: Youth Isolation in Sweden and Russia.

Comparative Emgphasis an Themes by Country 1_ Identlfy Key Phrases: Select
o phrases that reflect specific ideas, such
%m as  “Youth Isolation” or “Policy

T Enforcement.”
" I 2. Assign Codes: Apply concise

[ ‘;J{. __.1-""'. ; >
Rl b.;*‘"( e codes to these phrases that capture the
F g -1'\-"'"
' S

& essence of each point. Codes may

directly reflect participant language (e.g., "NGO Collaboration") or imply deeper
concepts (e.g., "Deterrence Strategy").
3. Group into Themes: Organize codes into broader themes relevant to the study’s
objectives, such as “Social Identity Dynamics” or “Governmental Influence.”
4. Final Coding and Theming
The coded excerpts from both Swedish and Russian respondents show contrasting
approaches:
Swedish Approach emphasizes themes around Community Engagement, using codes like
“Community-Based Approach” and “NGO Collaboration.”
Russian Approach focuses on Governmental Influence, with codes like “State Control”

and “Policy Enforcement.”
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Social Identity Theory
Social Identity Theory (SIT) asserts that group membership profoundly influences individual
identity, often driving radical behaviors. Both Sweden and Russia attempt to address this through

deradicalization, yet the approaches differ markedly.

Sweden
Swedish respondents emphasized community support and personal reintegration as
crucial to shifting youths' social identities away from extremism. “Our work isnt about

)

punishment, its about providing new identities and networks,” one Swedish interviewee
explained. This approach aligns with SIT by reshaping exclusionary identities and fostering
positive social bonds through alternative affiliations.

Sweden’s community-based programs show lower recidivism, with individuals less likely
to reengage in extremism after program completion. Community involvement, therefore,

becomes integral to Sweden’s model, indicating the effectiveness of identity-focused

interventions.

Russia

Russian respondents discussed the government’s strong stance on compliance, often
reinforced through strict monitoring. As one Russian interviewee put it, “The priority is on
ensuring they comply with state-defined norms, which may not necessarily mean a change in
identity.” This approach can enforce in-group loyalty rather than transforming identity,

particularly when viewed as an externally imposed structure.
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Russia’s deterrence-based model shows mixed results. While immediate compliance rates
are high, research points to limitations in fostering voluntary disengagement, as compliance
doesn’t necessarily equate to personal transformation.

Sweden’s identity-based approach, which fosters community integration, appears more
sustainable for long-term disengagement. In contrast, Russia’s focus on compliance provides a

stronger deterrent but may reinforce exclusionary identities due to limited flexibility.

Governmental Influence
The role of the government in deradicalization differs significantly between the two

countries, reflecting their distinct sociopolitical contexts.

Sweden
Swedish respondents underscored the importance of a balanced approach, where
government measures work in tandem with community support. “Sweden s strategy is preventive
and not overly punitive, which gives us flexibility,” one respondent shared. Such collaboration
aligns with a rights-based framework that values individual reintegration alongside state security.
Sweden’s balanced approach reportedly achieves favorable outcomes, reducing the
likelihood of recidivism. The government’s partnership with NGOs and local institutions enables

a structured yet adaptable response to radicalization.
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Russia

The Russian approach is notably centralized, with the government’s influence extending
through legal frameworks and monitoring. “Our policies are firm, and they discourage radical
actions effectively,” a Russian interviewee explained, reflecting the state’s prioritization of
containment over integration. This approach offers immediate control but may lack the
individualized support needed for deeper behavioral change.

Russia’s government-driven model has proven effective in reducing instances of visible
extremism. However, the absence of individualized support networks often limits long-term
success.

Sweden’s flexible, rights-based model enhances adaptability, fostering reintegration
through community partnerships. Conversely, Russia’s centralized, policy-driven model
prioritizes immediate deterrence but risks limiting long-term success due to its
enforcement-heavy approach.

Community Engagement
Community engagement plays a central role in Sweden’s approach but is limited in

Russia’s state-centered model.

Thematic Map - Sweden's Community Focus vs. Russia's Compliance Focus
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Chart 1.2: Community Engagement in Sweden and Russia
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Sweden

Swedish respondents noted the critical role of community organizations in supporting
reintegration. “We work with NGOs to create safe spaces and mentorship opportunities for

’

young people,” shared a Swedish interviewee. By involving non-governmental entities,
Sweden’s approach aims to address social isolation—a common driver of radicalization—by
providing alternative support networks and positive role models.

Community-based programs in Sweden report high success rates in terms of youth

reintegration, with a notable reduction in extremist relapse.

Russia

In Russia, state-driven approaches dominate, with limited NGO participation. “Our
programs are led by state authorities, which gives them a clear structure but may lack the
personal touch that NGOs provide,” a Russian respondent admitted. This model emphasizes
compliance and policy, focusing less on community-level support that could facilitate social
reintegration.

Community engagement emerges as a major advantage of Sweden’s model, creating a
network of social support that addresses root causes of radicalization, such as isolation and the
need for belonging. Russia’s state-driven model, while structured and controlled, may restrict the

flexibility and personal connection needed for successful reintegration.
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CONCLUSION

This thesis finds that Sweden’s community-based, identity-focused approach to youth
deradicalization 1s more effective in supporting long-term disengagement from extremism
compared to Russia’s centralized, compliance-heavy model. Swedish government measures work
collaboratively with NGOs and local networks to provide mentorship and social integration,
which address the isolation and identity crises often underlying radicalization. By fostering
positive social identities and involving at-risk youth in inclusive support systems, Sweden’s
model achieves lower recidivism rates and supports lasting behavioral shifts. Programs
emphasizing identity transformation and social belonging are integral to Sweden’s success,
illustrating an approach that is both adaptable and resilient. In contrast, Russia’s strategy
prioritizes strict policy enforcement, monitoring, and immediate containment, effectively
deterring radical behaviors but often without the personal support required for genuine identity
change. The centralized approach limits flexibility, as it lacks community involvement that could
address the deeper factors fueling radicalization. Both countries encounter challenges in
implementing preventive measures that balance security needs with addressing the roots of
extremism, but Sweden’s integration of community resources proves essential in achieving
sustainable outcomes. This comparative analysis demonstrates that Sweden’s model, by
emphasizing identity reformation through community engagement, provides a robust framework
for effective deradicalization—offering a more sustainable alternative to Russia’s
enforcement-focused approach. This study contributes to the field by providing a comparative
analysis of Sweden and Russia's approaches to youth deradicalization, emphasizing the role of

community-based programs versus state-driven enforcement. The findings highlight the
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importance of tailoring prevention measures to local contexts and offer recommendations for

integrating community engagement into deradicalization strategies.
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APPENDIX A

Semi-stuctured interview sample

1. Kaxk Bbl moHMMaeTe pagukajn3M B o0mem? Kakue XapakTepuCTHKH OH BKJIIOYAET,
U Kakue rpynnsl B llIBeniun Bam u3BecTHbI?
Hononnumenvnoiil 6onpoc: Kak 6vl cuumaeme, Kak COYUanbHvle UOEHMUYHOCU IMUX 2PYNN
BIUAIOM HA UX NOGeOeHUe U YOexcOeHus, 0COOeHHO 8 KOHmeKcme npeonoumeHus ceoetl 2pynnul
1O OMHOWEHUIO K Opyeum?

2. KaxkoBa Bamia poJib B peryJilMpoBaHMHU 3TOro npouecca? bpliu am y Bac npsiMmble
KOHTAKTBHI C MPeJCTABUTEISIMU PAIMKAIbHBIX ABUKEHU I ?
Jlononnumenvuoii 6onpoc: Kax smu e3aumooeticmeusi enusiom Ha 6auie NOHUMAHUE UX
COYUAbHLIX UOSHMUYHOCIeN U HA MO, KAK MU UOeHMUYHOCMU MO2YM CHOCOOCMB08amb
paoukanuzayuu?

3. Kak rocyiapcTBo BiHsieT HA NOAX0A K NPeIOTBPALIECHHMIO PATUKAIH3ALMU HIIH
Aepoaukaan3zanuu B odmecrse? Kakue 3aKoHbI BHeAPSAOTCS?
Hononnumenvnuiii 6onpoc: Kak vl Oymaeme, kak eocyoapcmeentvie NOAUMUKY YCUTUBATOM UTU
bpocarom 61308 COYUATLHLIM UOCHMUUHOCIAM MAPSUHATUZ0BAHHBIX 2DYIN, U KAKOe MO UMeem
8RUAHUE HA PAOUKATUIAYUIO?

4. Kakme TeXHHKH HCHOJb3yeT Balla OPraHM3anus, W KaKHe HIOAHCHI OOBIYHO
NpUHUMAKTCA BO BHUMaHue? Hackoiabko 3T0 OTIMYAETCS OT rocylapcTBEHHOI
noBecTKu?

Jononnumenvuwiii 6onpoc: Kax smu mexuuxu Hanpagnenvl Ha uU3MeHeHue Ul nepeocmblCieHue
COYUATILHBIX UOCHMUYHOCIEU YUACMHUKO8 OJis1 00JlecueHUs 0epoouKaiu3ayuu?

5. HackoJibko, M0 BanieMy MHEHHUIO, TOCYIAPCTBO y4aCTBYeT B MPOBEPKe COOJII0IeHUs
YCTAHOBJIEHHBIX HOPM?
Jononnumenvusiii 6onpoc: Kax 6vl dymaeme, kax npuHyoumenvHoe coOM00eHuUe 3Mux HOpM
ejiuslem HAa coyudlbHovle udeﬁmulmocmu JZIO()QZZ 6pa()1/lKClﬂu306aHHblx 2pynnax?

6. Kakme xpuTepum, mo BameMy MHEHHIO, UCTIOJb3YIOTCH A OLEHKH YCHEIIHOCTH
nporpammbl? Kak onpeaensiercsi, roToB JIH YYaCTHUK MPOrpaMMbl BEPHYThCS HJIH
yCIIEIIHO PeMHTEerpUPOBaH B 0011ecTBO?

Hononnumenvnoiii  6onpoc:  Kax smu  Kpumepuu ompadsxicaiom usMeHeHue COYUANIbHbIX
uUOeHmu4HoCmel Y4acCmHUKO8 U KAKYl0 pOlb OHU USPAIOM 6 COOelCmBUU NPUHAOTIEHCHOCTU K
ceoell cpynne npomue UCKITIO4YeHUsl U3 061/14667’}’16‘61?
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7. 3Haere JM Bbl, HACKOJbKO OyleT NpPoOBepsATbCH Cyab0a TeX, KTO 3aBepIInJI
nporpammy? EcTh M mocienywuiue BCTpPe4H, HApuMep, Yepe3 roa WM JABa, U
KOIa 00bIYHO BO3BPAIAETCS MOJHAS ABTOHOMHUA ?
Jononnumenvusiii 6onpoc: Kax 6vl dymaeme, Kak npoOON#CAOUULCS MOHUMOPUHS 6Uslem Ha
COYUATILHYIO UOEHMUYHOCb ObIBUIUX YUACMHUKOS, 0COOEHHO 8 KOHMEKCme UX peunmezpayuu 6
obwecmeo?

8. Ecau BbI JIHYHO B3aMMOJEHCTBOBAJIM € NPEICTABHUTEJSIMH PaAUuKAJIbHBIX I'PYIII,
NPOXOASLIMX MPOrpamMMy, MoKeTe JI Bbl IMOJEJUTHCSI CBOUM MHEHHEM O JIOAAX, UX
onbIiTe U HCTOPUAX?

Hononnumenvnoiti  6onpoc: Kax ux ucmopuu ompadcarom OUHAMUKY UX COYUANbHBIX
uoeHmuyHocmeu u Kakue y 6dc eCmb MblCU OMHOCUMENbHO UX 60CHPUAMUS C8Oell cPYNNbL U
opyeux?

9. B kakmx 00JacTsIX BbI He COIVIACHBI ¢ YCTAHOBJIEHHBIM Ha0opom mpaBuj? Uro, mo
BallleMy MHEHHIO, 10JI2KHO ObITH a1alITHPOBAHO, Y1AaJIeHO WIH 100aBJIeHO0?
Jlononnumenvuwiii onpoc: Kaxk uzmenenus 6 smux npasuniax mo2ym jiyyuie coomeemcmeosantsy
COYUATILHBLIM UOEHMUYHOCIAM BOB/IeYeHHbIX Jtodell U cnocobcmeosams Oonee 3¢hghekmusHomy
npoyeccy 0epoouKaiuzayuu?

10. B xakom HallpaBJCHUHN ABUKETCSH NOJIUTHKA ACPOAUKAIU3ANUUN B Hamei CTpaHe?
Kakue Y BacC 0’)kuIaHusl B 3TOM OTHOIIEHUHU?
ﬂOl’lOJlHumefleblﬁ eonpoc. Kak evt cuumaeme, kax I60IIOYUA MOl NOAUMUKU NOGIAUSIEM HA
coyuailbHole uoenmuyHocmu monooexcu 6 Poccuu u ux omuowienus KpaauKClJleblM 2pynnaM?
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APPENDIX B

Informed Cosent Form

dopma nHHOPMUPOBAHHOTO COTNIACHS HA YYACTHE B UCCIICIOBAHUH

Ha3Banmue wuccienoBanusi: DPQPEKTUBHOCTh NPHUMEHSEMBIX IPOTPAMM JICPAJAUKAITIN3AINN
panukanos B llIBennu u Poccun.

HUccaenosarenn: Amica IOpsesna CynpyH, cTynenTka SCHESGE R E:

KonrakTHas uHdgopmMaums uccjie10BaTe s:

OnexrponHas nmouta: 1110209518@gap.wzu.edu.tw

Tenedon: +886 (976) 525-101

Hayunsii pykoBoaurens: Philipp Fluri, drphilippfluri@gmail.com

Omnucanne UCCIEI0BaAHNS:

Bbl nmpumamaerech Ui ydacTusi B HCCIIEJOBAHMHM, KOTOPOE HAIIPABJIEHO HAa HW3yYEHHUE
3¢ (dEeKTUBHOCTH MPOrpaMM JepauKaan3aluy JUisli HEHaCWJIbCTBEHHBIX pajukanos B llIsenuu u
Poccun. llens wuccnenoBaHus — TMOHATb, Kakhe METOIbl pPAa0OTAIOT JIydllle BCETO JUIs
pEMHTEerpalMy y4aCTHUKOB 3THX MPOrpaMM B OOIIECTBO M KaKue TPYAHOCTH BCTPEUAIOTCS Ha
3TOM IyTH.

Yyactue B HCCICOOBaHNHN ,Z[O6pOBOJ'IBHOC U IOAPAa3syMCBACT IMPOBCACHHUEC HHTCPBbBIO, B XOIC
KOTOPOI'o0 BaM 6y,Z[y'T 3alaHbl BOIIPOCHI O BallICM OIIBITC (I/I.III/I 3HaHHUAX O nporpaMMax) pa60TBI C
HCHACWJIbLCTBCHHBIMU paJiluKaJlaMH. I/IHTepBLIO MOXET HOPOBOAUTHLCA I10 TGJIG(i)OHy HJIn 4€pe3
BUJACOCBA3b, B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT BalllUX HpCI[HO‘-ITGHHfI.

Uro BKITFOUAET B ce0s1 ydacTue:

1. IIpomosukuTeabHOCTH: VIHTEPBBIO MPOUIUTCS PUOIH3UTENBHO OT 30 10 60 MUHYT.

2. Bompocwr: Bompocsl Oynyt kacarbCcsi paOOThl Balleil OpraHu3aliM, IOAXOJO0B K
JepauKaIn3aliy, YCIEeX0B U BbI30BOB Iporpamm, WiK ke Baiero omnsita B 0003peHUN
TaKOBBIX.

3. KonduaeHuumaabHOCTh: Bce OanHble, TIONYYCHHBIC B XOJE WHTEPBBIO, OYyIyT
aHOHMMHbIMH. Bame ums u moOble Apyrue HIeHTH(GUUUpYIOIIKME JaHHbIE HE OyayT
YIOMSIHYTBl B HCCJIEJOBaHUHM Oe3 Balllero nuchbMeHHOro coracus. Mudopmanus Oynet
MCTIOJIb30BaHa TOJIBKO JUIsl HAYYHBIX II€JIeH U IpeicTaBieHa B 0000meHHoi Gopme.
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4. 3anuch: VHTEpBBIO MOXKET OBITH 3amHCaHO IS OOSCIEYEeHUs] TOYHOCTH JAHHBIX. BEI
MOXKETE€ OTKa3aThCsl OT 3allMCH, €CIU 4YyBCTByeTe cebs HekoM¢opTHO. B stom ciyuae
Oy/IyT cIenaHbl TOIIBKO MTUCHhMEHHBIE 3aMETKH.

[IpaBa y4acTHHKOB:

e Baire ydacTre B MCCICOBaHUU TIOJHOCTBIO JOOpOBOJIbHOE. BBl MOXKeTe OTKa3aThCs OT
y4dacTus B JII000i MOMEHT 0e3 00BbsICHEHHS PUYHH.

e BrI MOXeTe MpeKpaTuTh MHTEPBHIO WIIM OTKA3aThCs OTBEYATH Ha JIFOOBIC BOIIPOCHI B XOJIE
Oecenpbl.

e B mo00if MOMEHT BBl HWMEETE IIPaBO 3alpPOCUTh YAaJCHHE BallMX JaHHBIX U3
HCCIEI0BAHUA.

Pucku 1 BBITOOBI:

e Pucku: Yuactue B UCCIIEIOBAHUU HE HECET (PU3MUECKUX MM NICUXOIOTMYECKUX PUCKOB.
OnHako ecinu Bbl MOYYBCTBYyETE AUCKOMGOPT OT OOCYXIEHUS ONPEAEICHHBIX TEM, BBI
MOXETEe OTKa3aTbCs OT yYacTHUs.

e Brpirogpl: Yuactue B HCCIIEOBaHMM HE IPHUHECET BaM (DUHAHCOBBIX BBITOA, HO
pe3yabTaThl MOTYT CIIOCOOCTBOBATh YAYUYIIEHUIO TOHUMAHUS METOJIOB JI€paIuKaIn3aluu
U TIOBBIIIEHHUS OCBEAOMIEHHOCTH 00 3((EKTHBHOCTH NpPOrpaMM IO pPEUHTErpanuu
pasuKagoB B 00IIECTBO.

KonpuneHmaabsHOCTD:

Bes undopmanus, monydeHHass B XO€ HMCCIEIOBaHUS, OyAeT XPaHUTHCS KOH(UACHLIHUAIBHO.
Jlanuple OyayT 00€3TMYeHBl W MCIIOIB30BaHbl MCKIIOUUTENBHO Ui Iefiell HaydHOTo aHaju3a.
3anyucu MHTEpBBIO OyAyT 3alUILEHbI MApPOJIEM U JIOCTYIHBI TOJbKO Hccienosarento. Ilocie
3aBEpLICHMSI UCCIIEI0BaHUS BCE 3aMCH OylyT YHUUTOXKECHBI.

KonTaktHas undopmarius:

Ecmm Yy BaC €CTb BONPOCHI WKW 3aMC€YaHUA OTHOCHUTCIIBHO 3TOr0 MCCJICIAOBaHHUA, BBl MOXCTC
CBSI3aThCs CO MHOM MJIM C MOUM Hay4YHbIM PYKOBOAUTCIICM I10 BBIINICYKA3aHHBIM KOHTAKTaM.

44



HOI[TBGp)KI[eHI/IC corjiacus:

A, (®UO yuacTHHKA), IpounTai(a) 1 MOHsI(a)
YCIIOBUSI JAaHHOTO WCCIEeNOBaHMs. S MOHMMAI0, YTO Y4YacTHE SIBISETCS JTOOPOBOJIBHBIM, U MOTY
MIPEKPATUTH €T0 B 000 MOMEHT 0e3 00bsicHeHus TpuuunH. [loanuckiBas n1aHHy0 Gopmy, 5 T30

COTITIaCHeC Ha Y4aCTUC B JAHHOM HCCJIICIOBAHWH.

I[oanuch yyacTHUKA:
Jlara:

IMonnmucek ucciaexoBareis:

Jlara:
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