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The Impact of Legalizing Same-Sex Marriage on Adopt Children within Same-
Sex Family

Chien-Lin Chen
Wenzao Ursuline University of Languages, 2023

Abstract

Taiwan is the first Asian country to legalize same-sex marriage, making the societal

impact of this legalization a hotly debated topic. With the legalization of same-sex

marriage, same-sex families have gained legal adoption rights, offering children more

family options and increasing opportunities for adoption. This has also led to the

creation of more nurturing family structures, including male-female same-sex

couples. The legalization of same-sex marriage ensures that same-sex adoptive

parents enjoy the same rights and responsibilities under the law as heterosexual

parents, thereby establishing a more equal and equitable adoption system. This change

is conducive to challenging traditional gender roles and family structure notions,

reducing gender discrimination, and providing a more open and diverse environment

for children with different genders and gender concerns. Given the limited sample

size of such children in Taiwan, this article will conduct a cross-analysis of secondary

data from abroad to gain preliminary insights into how children raised in same-sex

families may differ. It will also provide feedback from children raised in same-sex



families to help alter the public's stereotypes about such children and offer examples

as precedents for the people of Taiwan. Expert research results suggest that same-sex

parents typically provide a stable and loving family environment that promotes

children's healthy growth. While there is ongoing debate, the legalization of same-sex

marriage has provided more opportunities for adopting offspring, advancing family

diversity and gender equality. It emphasizes the significance of stability, love, and

resources within a family, rather than parents' genders or sexual concerns.

Keywords: Homosexuality, Same-Sex Families, Adoption, Same-Sex Marriage,
Challenging Tradition, Gender Equality.
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The Impact of Legalizing Same-Sex Marriage on Adopt Children within Same-
Sex Family

Introduction

The introduction part will include background of same-sex marriage and
motivation why I want to select this topic to be my research and other important
factor of this research.

Background

The legalization of same-sex marriage has been a highly discussed topic
worldwide. Many countries and regions have passed laws to legalize same-sex marriage
in order to promote gender equality and protect human rights. Taiwan is the first country
in Asia pass the same-sex marriage in 2019.1

The journey to make same-sex marriage legal in Taiwan began in 2003 when the
Taiwan High Court said the laws against it were not fair. This decision started a series
of events that changed how Taiwan sees marriage between people of the same gender.
In the years that followed, people in Taiwan had strong arguments and talks about
allowing same-sex marriage. They did things like voting on it, having big protests, and
changing the laws. The country was trying to decide if everyone should have the same

rights, including the right to love and marry who they want. All of these efforts led to a

PSEER. 2019 AR5 H 17 H—— &R ML lABLINE —EREEARE,”  May
17, 2019.



big moment on May 24, 2019, when the Taiwan Legislature passed the "Same-Sex
Marriage Act." With this law, Taiwan said that same-sex marriage is now allowed,
which was a very important step in Taiwan's journey to treat and celebrate all marriages
equally.?

The legalization of same-sex marriage has had profound impacts on Taiwanese
society. It represents a significant victory for gender equality and human rights, while
also sparking discussions on various social, cultural, and religious issues. The
implementation of same-sex marriage legalization has generated diverse responses
from the public, including celebrations and support from proponents, as well as protests
and opposition from dissenters.?

Once same-sex marriage is introduced, it will have profound implications for
society, as it changes the definition of marriage. The traditional concept of marriage,
consisting of one man and one woman, is no longer the sole configuration. Marriages
formed by individuals of the same gender do not naturally result in children, and these
families do not naturally propagate future generations.

After the broken window, there are more demands.(The "Broken Windows

Theory" is a concept that suggests if you leave a broken window in a building

2 BBCNEWS i3, “ZE|FFIMEHEER SEREEMHHHE"  May 24,2017
* Lukas Niu. “[FEMEASM &AL - FTREEIAY T &EEE ) - BIREGIMCEG - PR AREE
BUFESE.” A H4R, May 20, 2019.
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unrepaired, it can lead to more windows getting broken and even more serious problems
like vandalism and arson. It's also used to explain how small problems, if ignored, can
grow into bigger issues over time.)*

Implementing same-sex marriage can trigger a broken window effect, where
different individuals may demand the abolition of various restrictions on marriage. This
could include the removal of limitations on the number of individuals involved, such
as polygamous marriages and same-sex family want to adopt their own child. But there
will make a big impact to the society if this two limit be accepted in Taiwan ,once same-
sex marriage is accepted, people may start questioning other restrictions within the
institution of marriage, advocating for values of equality and freedom. This will
provoke further debates and discussions about the reform of the marriage system,
ultimately having profound effects on society.®

Therefore, it is crucial to understand the pros and cons of legalizing same-sex
marriage in Taiwan. By reading the report or article related to gay community, we can
better understand the impact of legalizing same-sex marriage in Taiwan society.

Motivation

The reason I want to study same-sex marriage in Taiwan is because this is a

b FRT. HEERAEEE ? DI e 3 M HEES > BIEE HIREE A
= July 13, 2022.
> ERYert. “EMSIREEE TR EL”  March 26, 2020.
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significant impact on society. For example, traditional family values and structures have

been changed. Marriage, which used to be between a man and a woman, now includes

the possibility for people of the same gender to marry each other. Taiwan is the first

country in Asia to legalize same-sex marriage. It has been highly benefit for Taiwan's

reputation in the international community. [ want to gain a deeper understanding of the

effects and consequences of this reform. And also I saw a viewpoint that a kid adopted

from the same-sex marriage family, there are many misconceptions that many people

are wondering to figure out. I will list those misconceptions later in my paper.

Firstly, it involves issues of gender equality and human rights, as well as the impact

on the gay people. It is important to examine how this reform affects their equality and

the protection of their human rights.

In addition, the legalization of same-sex marriage has raise the discussion,

including opinions from both the traditional and the liberal, as well as questions about

traditional marriage and family values. I want to study these challenges and issues to

better understand the impact of these social changes in Taiwan.

Moreover, the legalization of same-sex marriage also presents challenges to

traditional Taiwanese culture, as many more traditional individuals still struggle to

accept same-sex marriage. They believe that marriage should be between a man and a

woman, not between the same gender.

12



In conclusion, I hope that by studying the pros and cons of the legalization of
same-sex marriage in Taiwan and I aim at looking into the same-sex family who can
adopt the child to clarify the impacts of the legalization of same-sex marriage.

Taiwan is the first country in Asia to legalize same-sex marriage, which not only
challenges conservative thinking but also do what other Asian countries have been

hesitant to do. Most importantly, it shows that Taiwan is a true democratic nation.®

© BIWi EmEE AE BB IIINE —EASE, May 16, 2019.
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Literature Review

And in this part, I will introduce meaning and function of marriage and some
common question of same-sex marriage like religion’s views, social attitude and the
problem related to adopt child.

The issue of same-sex marriage has always been a topic of concern and discussion
around the world. Taiwan has gone through many difficulties before legalizing same-
sex marriage. This literature review will summarize the existing literature and explores
the impact of legalization in Taiwan society. Like religion view, the issue of the child
adopted by the same-sex family, social attitudes and the misconception of the child
adopted by gay community.

Meaning of Marriage

First of all, I want to discuss the meaning of marriage. Marriage, as defined by the
Sociological Dictionary, is seen as social norm that recognizes the relationship between
a man and a woman to a system of rights that facilitate the functioning of family life.
At the same time, marriage also refers to a mating arrangement accepted by society.’
According to the definition of "2 I 4+ ¢ # & ~ §¥ £ " marriage refers to the
arrangement of spouses approved by the society, especially involving the relationship
between husband and wife.”

According to modern sociological scholars, marriage is seen as the union of a man

T AR AEIRIE » 55 43 . 3id ed. EVREIEARATE, 2003,
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and a woman through a legal process or ceremony recognized by society. They bond
sexually and financially. If they have children, the children also have legal status. This
marriage union is ideally permanent and must be confirmed by a public ceremony.
Marriage is seen as an institution characterized by the need for social sanction.® Some
people think that marriage is the most beautiful and intimate union between a man and
a woman, which requires social approval and norms.®

Combining the above information, we can know that according to sociologists,
marriage is regarded as the union of man and woman, not only sociologists,
anthropologist Edward Westermark, in his 1922 book, "History of Human Marriage"*°
, puts Marriage as "a lasting union between a man and a woman. " Since ancient times,
the traditional concept of marriage has been an institution in which a man and a woman
get married. Based on the differences between men and women and gender roles, many

traditional people also advocate maintaining the restrictions of traditional marriage,

believing that same-sex marriage may have adverse effects on society.

Function of Marriage

Then I will discuss about the function of marriage. However, the function of

marriage has too many angles to cut into. In order to fit the scope of my discussion, I

VR SIBISE 0 B8 H o 4 IR HR, 1996.
O WASELASINEIRRE > 55 44 H. 3rd od. EREEAIRA T, 2003,
10 Westermarck, Edward. History of Human Marriage 1922. Lightning Source Inc, 2003.
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will only focus on the function of reproduction.

The concept of marriage has been widely ingrained in people's beliefs since
ancient times. Through marriage, the two individuals, plays the role in the marriage,
serving as an important function. However, it need two different gender to born the kid,
and it is not possible for two individuals of the same sex to do. Therefore, gender is a
crucial determinant in the process of the reproduction.*?

Through our discussion, we can roughly understand the rules of marriage from
ancient times to the present. In ancient societies, marriage served as a set of rules and
regulations governing sexual behavior within human communities. Its purpose was to
prevent sexual competition that could lead to social instability. Additionally, marriage
involved different responsibilities based on biological sex. Consequently, the traditional
rule of marriage ask that a man and a woman should marry, while same-sex marriages
between men or women were not permitted.

Discrimination

When it was firstly discovered that HIV existed in relation to homosexual

relationships in the 1980s, Western society and culture generally associated

homosexuals with the spread of AIDS. They attribute this phenomenon to the popularity

of same-sex intimate sex, drug abuse and other factors, and even regard homosexuals

" OMRIRES SRR R AVE - 55 14 H. AL, 2002.
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as the source of the plague. This point of view has caused people to panic about
homosexuality and AIDS on a moral level.™

Taiwan's understanding of AIDS was late, and it came into contact with this issue
later than Western countries. Due to the lack of understanding of AIDS, people believe
that homosexuals are the source of AIDS infection, and regard homosexual behavior as
immoral and criminal. Under the mainstream social values of heterosexuality,
homosexuals are regarded as different from the mainstream values, have a negative
impression, and are considered to violate the moral norms of the society. This concept
makes the family members of homosexuals feel ashamed. This has led gays got more
blame in Taiwan in terms of social status.*
Religion's Views

Next, [ want to talk about religion's views on same-sex marriage. Religions' views
on same-sex marriage vary according to their beliefs and teachings. Here are some
common religious positions:*®

Christianity: In Christianity, some denominations emphasize that marriage should
be a union of a man and a woman, and believe that same-sex marriage is against God's

will. These denominations believe that the Bible defines marriage as a union between

B R EEArEg. Mh- B Ub - BB AR, BEREEAE], 2016.

" BREF, and BRIER. B TE L FEE ? 0 BEE ST TR PP,
September 25, 2016.

15 ChatGPT FEAAYSCA » 2023 456 H 6 H » OpenAl » https://chat.openai.com/chat
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opposite sexes and views same-sex behavior as a sin.'®

Islam: Islamic law regulates the institution of marriage and insists that marriage
should be between a man and a woman. According to the teachings of Islamic law,
same-sex behavior is considered a crime against the natural order and religious
teachings.'’

Catholic: The Catholic Church's stance on same-sex marriage is to uphold the
traditional concept of marriage as a sacred union between one man and one woman.
According to Catholic doctrine, marriage is viewed as a sacred covenant intended for
the establishment of a family and procreation. Therefore, Catholic doctrine explicitly
opposes same-sex marriage. Pope Francis, in an interview in 2013, stated, "We cannot
accept same-sex marriage. It is not discrimination against homosexual individuals, but
a respect for the truth." The Catholic Church considers same-sex sexual activity to be a
sinful behavior that goes against natural law and biblical teachings. The doctrine

teaches that marriage is a sacred bond between a man and a woman.'8%°

Social Attitudes

According to a recent study published in 20182°, political scientist and data

16 Joseph Liu. “Religious Groups’ Official Positions on Same-Sex Marriage,” December
7,2012.

T e ERL, AEERME, sy FETZ " (by Wikipedia contributors)

18 ChatGPT FEAAYSCA » 2023 45 6 H 6 H » OpenAl > https://chat.openai.com/chat

L HERL BEAERIS P, sy "EHEESEEZL" (by Wikipedia contributors)

20 Shane M. Redman. “Effects of Same-Sex Legislation on Attitudes toward Homosexuality,”
January 19, 2018.
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scientist Shane Redman pointed out that the legalization of same-sex marriage did not

significantly increase the overall friendliness or acceptance of the general public

towards the LGBTQ+ community. Instead, it strengthened the support of those who

already accepted same-sex relationships, while causing those who were initially

opposed to become more resistant.

The study utilized data from the World Value Survey, a long-term multinational

survey program conducted from 1989 to 2014, with participation from nearly a hundred

countries. Taiwan was also one of the participating countries in the World Value Survey.

This study reveals that society's stance on same-sex marriage remains somewhat

conservative. However, it also suggests that, based on the available information, the

majority of people worldwide still adhere to traditional beliefs and don't become even

more opposed to the LGBTQ+ community. When same-sex marriage laws were passed,

those who were already accepting of same-sex relationships became even more

supportive. Furthermore, the data from this research shows that younger generations

tend to be more open to LGBTQ+ individuals compared to older generations, indicating

a growing trend of acceptance over time.?!

The Issue of The Child Adopted by Same-Sex Family

Same-Sex Parenthood

BRI RN A] > FEHREE SRR ? MU, September 13,
2018.
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Who will take care of the children? In same-sex female households, where there
is no "dad," how do they protect their home?

Research on same-sex families in Taiwan, both male and female, reveals that they
identify themselves as both fathers and mothers. 2?This fluid concept of parenting
allows them to adopt a more flexible and broad perspective, adapting their parenting
roles based on individual qualities, strengths, talents, and interests to meet different
circumstances. It also provides an opportunity for children to observe a microcosm of
a diverse society and develop a mindset of gender equality. By not confining themselves
to predefined roles, they may be able to realize a more flexible and authentic family life.

In reality, same-sex families, like other diverse family structures such as single-
parent households, multi-generational households, and cross-national marriages, exist
in our society. Regardless of the family form, the unwavering element in all parenting
is the love and support given to the children.??

The New Structure

The level of parental preparedness plays a crucial role in determining the

happiness of a family. Same-sex couples are unable to conceive children naturally,

eliminating the possibility of unplanned or unexpected pregnancies. Instead, they

2 BB "ERTERAR R —SFEEENEBIRNL - #EHMEFEREET] > 86
32—36,” June 3,2019.
2 HHEE CFAMZEESEFZ T ? R RIEREE RAVEER,”  May 23, 2020.
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carefully plan the process of having children, taking into consideration psychological,

economic, and social factors through a thoughtful and thorough evaluation.

Research indicates that same-sex families have high expectations for their

children's birth and are willing to invest more parental resources to provide a

comprehensive and nurturing environment for their upbringing. Their preparedness

may enable them to offer children ample resources and affectionate care.?*

Child in Same-Sex Families

Discrimination is negative behavior stemming from prejudice. If we hold bias

against the LGBTQ+ community and same-sex families, perceiving them as

"abnormal," it is natural that we may exhibit exclusionary and marginalizing behaviors

towards children from these families in schools or workplaces. The most effective way

to address and overcome our biases is through collaboration — redefining boundaries.

While family compositions may vary, the common goal of all families is to nurture their

children and provide them with sufficient love, support, and resources for growth.

Different families share the same love, and through cooperation among parents, a

supportive community can be formed, gradually eradicating prejudice.

Due to lack of understanding, confusion and rejection may arise. To counter this,

it is crucial to start with ourselves, seeking knowledge about the scientific aspects and

2 EEACT.  [ERERECENEE SR ? RS A% R oA May 22, 2020,
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real-life experiences of same-sex families, and then influencing those around us to
dispel prejudices.

Lastly, I would like to quote a statement from Hong Yu-shan, a counseling
psychologist and advocate for same-sex family rights in Taiwan: "The existence of
same-sex families does not aim to diminish or challenge other family structures. Our
focus on same-sex families and their children is simply to ensure that diverse families
living in this society can exist with authenticity, without exclusion or misunderstanding.
We hope that the general public will increasingly realize that, despite differences in

family structures and members, the core element is love."?

Children’s Development

Currently, there is limited research in Taiwan specifically tracking the
development of children from same-sex parent families. However, studies conducted in
the U.K comparing children from same-sex parent families to those from heterosexual
parent families have shown no significant differences in areas such as intelligence,
emotions, self-esteem, happiness, moral development, deviant behavior, and gender
development (including gender roles, gender identity, and sexual orientation).?®

What's more, when we look at long-term studies conducted abroad on teenagers

B OETHE “ERER AR EKESEENEGEN - BES M FEREET > 86
32—36," 2019.

26 Nicola Davis. “Children of Same-Sex Couples Fare at Least as Well as in Other Families — Study,”
March 6, 2023.
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raised by female same-sex parents, we've stumbled upon some surprising results. These

studies found that these kids tend to have impressive social skills and excel

academically, often outperforming their peers from heterosexual parent families. They

also seem to face fewer social challenges. All in all, kids raised by same-sex parents

seem to fair just as well as those brought up by heterosexual parents.

But there is a study stay in different opinion, published in the British Journal of

Education, Society & Behavior Science in February 2015, discovered that children

raised by same-sex couples were more than twice as likely to experience emotional

issues compared to children from heterosexual families. The study's analysis revealed

a significant increase in emotional problems, developmental challenges, and utilization

of mental health services among children in same-sex households, almost doubling the

rates observed in heterosexual families. While it is commonly known that adopted

children have a higher likelihood of facing emotional issues, the variable of "being

adopted" did not account for the differences in emotional problems between children

raised in same-sex households and those from traditional families. It is important to

note that, despite the impact of bullying on emotional well-being, there was no

discernible difference in self-reported bullying experiences between the two types of

families. Summarizing the findings, the researcher concluded that the presence of a

biological connection plays a significant role in children's overall happiness. As same-

23



sex households do not involve both biological parents, the higher prevalence of
emotional issues among these children may be considered an ongoing characteristic.?’
The Bill of Same-sex Family Can Adopt Child

Taiwan pass the bill of same-sex family can adopt child in March 16"™,2023. This
is a new breakthrough for Taiwan's democratic society and international perception.
This allows same-sex couples in Taiwan to get marriedand to adopt children together
like opposite-sex parents. In the future, everone in Taiwan will be able to obtain

complete legal protection and family equally.

27 Sullins, P. (2015). Emotional Problems among Children with Same-sex Parents: Difference by
Definition. British Journal of Education, Society & Behavioural Science, 7(2), 99-120.
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Methodology

This part I will let readers know how I make this paper, included research
design, questions and how I collect the data and data analyze. And I also use Chatgpt
to help me translate the article, correct my grammar, and give some opinion of the

summarize. [ will paste the screenshot that how I use ChatGpt here. For example:

ﬂ After the broken window, there are more demandsiE Q3 EE1E

BN EEIRN  EENEETENRRLITY - BOSsHE—RES
BT ﬁE MERRSHHE - IREOSFARUSENSE ) BET
HEEmRY -

]

BELIE  EORUEREEZN L FCREEERTEHREENES BAER
—ERsEdnEL . TERFREERENAE -

HI 1B

EEERG A CAFIEEELIEET U8 - 22 ®ESZEEERES - ?’*rrn BT
E-%EE”EW  BAETRICEMEREEE ) UEEPTRE—RY - #E0EY

Lt Fai

The issue of the advantages and disadvantages of legalizing same-sex marriage can be
examined from various perspectives, including economics, politics, law, ethics, and more.
However, within the scope of this title, | will not be discussing political and economic factors

in order to focus on this specific argument.
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check the grammer

Your sentence is mostly grammatically correct, but there are a few minor issues. Here's a

revised version:
Limitations:

The issue of the advantages and disadvantages of legalizing same-sex marriage can be
examined from various perspectives, including economics, politics, law, ethics, and more.
However, to stay within the scope of this title, | will not be discussing political and economic

factors in order to concentrate on this particular argument.

WIFE ( Brokenwindows theory « MEEEIER ) EH=EIIEEZEEHEREF
(James Quinn Wilson ) FIZEH ERERFEFT ( George Lee Kelling ) AFFELETE

A,
G

RERBERENEP—BELHITE  BREBEABE  BERTEA » AR

oLl
BT EEENEEER  ALZDE - BEREZMAELRTRTIER IR -

=5
B

“Iﬂi i

E
BUEBNERRET  EERPHNFEFREREREE  NREAFLETUEEE
EEARRSEUESEITRES  HEFEAEEE -

f‘“+fﬁ

il
w

The "Broken Windows Theory," also known as the "B & %I &" in Chinese, is a theory proposed

by American criminologist James Quinn Wilson and social scientist George Lee Kelling.

The concept is that if one window in a building is broken and not repaired, it won't be long
before other windows nearby are also damaged. This theory suggests that acts of
vandalism, littering, trespassing, and even more serious crimes such as arson can follow

when visible signs of neglect or disorder are present in an environment.

The Broken Windows Theory is also often used to indicate that when an undesirable
phenomenon occurs in an environment, if immediate improvements or repairs are not made,

this negative phenomenon may gradually be accepted and escalate in seriousness.
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EH TR CEE EE SR Before | engage on writing this paper, | used to believe that
children grown in same-sex families might lack certain aspects that children from
heterosexual families, such as love and care, or even that they might struggle to identify
between who is dad or wha is mom, potentially causing confusion about family composition.
The main reason for writing this paper is because Taiwan is the first Asian country to legalize
same-sex marriage, and | am interested in the process that they grow of these children, as
their family structure different from normal. | am growing up in a normal family solam
curious about their growth backgrounds.

When | start reading various sources and secondary materials step by step, | discovered that
almost all research results indicate that these children do not experience significant
differences in their upbringing due to their non-traditional family structure. This surprised
me but also made me happy in another way. In Taiwan, we live in a free and open-minded
country, people's love is not restricted, and more and more gay openly express their love,
This has led to an increasing number of same-sex couples forming families and adopting
children, contributing to the diversity of Taiwanese culture. People's acceptance of diverse
cultures is also rising.

This paper aims to help more people who may not understand this topic gain a better
understanding of these individuals and the misconceptions and discrimination. | hope that
Taiwan's society will continue to enhance its multicultural in the future, making Taiwan to be
a diverse and welcoming nation.
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Here is your text with some grammar and wording improvements:

Before | begin writing this paper, | used to believe that children raised in same-sex families
might lack certain aspects that children from heterosexual families have, such as love and
care, or even that they might struggle to distinguish between who is the dad and who is the
mom, potentially causing confusion about family composition. The main reason for writing
this paper is that Taiwan is the first Asian country to legalize same-sex marriage, and [ am
interested in how these children grow, as their family structure is different from the norm.

Having grown up in a traditional family, | am curious about their upbringing.

As | started reading various sources and secondary materials step by step, | discovered that
almost all research results indicate that these children do not experience significant
differences in their upbringing due to their non-traditional family structure. This surprised
me but also brought me happiness in another way. In Taiwan, we live in a free and open-
minded country where peaple's love is not restricted, and more and more LGBTQ+
individuals openly express their love. This has led to an increasing number of same-sex
couples forming families and adopting children, contributing to the diversity of Taiwanese

culture. People's acceptance of diverse cultures is also on the rise.

This paper aims to help more people who may not understand this topic gain a better
understanding of these individuals and dispel misconceptions and discrimination. | hope
that Taiwanese society will continue to enhance its multiculturalism in the future, making

Taiwan a diverse and welcoming nation.

Research Design

® Research Objective:

The objective of this study is to examine the issues and impacts of legalizing same-
sex marriage and allowing same-sex families to adopt children in Taiwan. The study
aims to understand the effects of same-sex marriage legalization and same-sex family

adoption on social acceptance, family structure, and child development.
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® Research Design:

I will compile secondary data from the internet, as well as findings from

newspapers, magazines, and academic papers, and synthesize them to present my own

opinions and perspectives to complete this research paper.

Because Taiwan has just recently passed the law, and there are not many actual

cases of child adoption, this study aims to explore other countries where same-sex

marriage is legal and adoption by same-sex families is legal. We are looking for data

that could provide reference for future families in Taiwan. However, gay people seem

to be very concerned about whether they can adopt a child, and whether the child's body

and soul will be affected to a certain extent if they adopt a child.

All above, when the legalization of same-sex marriage family adopting the child,

what impact will it bring about to children? It’s a serious problem not only gay people

take care but also not gay people are take care about. Why the people who are not gay

still take care of this problem? In my opinion. I think people are considered that will it

bring more serious problem occur after gay people can adopt child and make the bigger

influence to the social community.

Research Questions

The study will focus on the following questions:
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1.What is the impact of legalizing same-sex marriage on societal attitudes and

acceptance of same-sex marriage?

2.What is the influence of same-sex family adoption on family structure and family

functioning?

3.What is the effects of same-sex family adoption on the development of children?

Research Purpose

The purpose of this study is to find out the likely impact to all of the citizen in

Taiwan of Taiwan's legalization of same-sex marriage family can adopt the child. By

conducting in-depth research on the impact and consequences of this legal reform on

Taiwanese society, the following objectives are aimed to be achieved:

If the same-sex family can adopt the child, what would happen in the future? What

positive and negative effects have been taken into account?

These questions enable me to investigate the controversies and challenges arising from

same-sex marriage legalization in different social communities. I will review the

academic articles and the second-hand resources to analyze the influence of the same-

sex family adopting the children.

Limit

The issue of the advantages and disadvantages of legalizing same-sex marriage
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can be examined from various perspectives, including economics, politics, law, ethics,

and more. However, to stay within the scope of this title, I will not be discussing

political and economic factors in order to concentrate on this particular argument.

Delimit

To further delimit the scope of this paper, I will focus on the cultural and ethical

implications of same-sex marriage legalization. Specifically, it will address issues such

as human rights protection, societal well-being, including people's mental health oand

happiness, as well as the notions of inclusivity and equality among the population. And

lots of my data are come from foreign information because Taiwan just pass the bill of

same-sex family can adopt child, the data of Taiwan is not enough to prove the condition

of this issue.

Research Sample

I am using 'legal adoption by same-sex couples' or 'LGBT social issues' as

keywords in Google Scholar and Google to search for relevant newspaper articles,

magazines, and research papers. Due to the large volume of information, I have selected

data that aligns with my research objectives for organization and analysis to complete

my paper. And I also choose an article included many misconceptions and answer from
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Spanish child. Spain has passed the same-sex marriage since 2005, so I think it’s a

convincible article to let us clearly break the stereotypes of this kind of kids.

Data Collection

Current existing information: I will categorize online newspapers, magazines, and

academic articles to condense and present my perspectives. And I have already read

about 115 article but only about 50 article are in my ideal scope to the topic.
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Data Analysis

In this part, I will sort out the second-hand information on the Internet and
summarize my own opinions. Next, [ will put forward the perspective of a child from
Spain who was adopted by a same-sex family and use it to explain many people's
opinions on this kind of children. And I will rely on this text for analysis, the reason
why I do this is to communicate with this text to break lot of people’s stereotypes.

When I arrange the resources, most of people are considered many questions and
misconception,so I will separate this part into two part, one is misconception that most
people have and another part is the common question that many people care about the
adopted kid by the same-sex family. Then I'm going to give some examples of common
questions and use the answers of kid from a Spain who grew up in the same-sex family
to explain what most people are asking.*®And in my opinion, the reason I choose the
spain kids article is that I want to though I communicate with the article to break the
stereotypes. And Spain have pass the law that the same-sex family since 2005, so I think
this is an convinceble article to choose. There will be a passage that I answer the article
behind the misconceptions.

Misconception 1: Children from same-sex family are easier to get bullying

Bruna shared, "During my childhood, people often said that having two moms
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wasn't possible. However, when my classmates visited our home and saw that I

indeed had two mothers, they quickly grasped the situation. Surprisingly, it was

when they went back and talked to their parents that their parents initially struggled to

believe it but eventually came to accept the reality."

Sushila and Gauri, sisters adopted from India, provided their perspectives. Sushila

remarked, "I never experienced bullying at school; instead, language barriers were the

most significant challenge for me." Gauri recounted, "Once,during a school religious

class, the teacher made homophobic comments. I promptly countered the teacher, and

my fellow students rallied behind me, engaging in a debate with the teacher."

The passage conveys an important message that the common misconception about

children from LGBTQ+ families being bullied in school is inaccurate. The two women

in the story, Bruna, Sushila, and Gauri, shared their experiences, highlighting that they

have not experienced bullying at school. Instead, they emphasized other challenges,

such as language barriers, being more significant issues in their school life. Furthermore,

Gauri mentioned her proactive response when faced with homophobic comments from

a religious studies teacher and how her classmates supported her in debating with the

teacher.

This story helps break stereotypes about children from LGBTQ+ families and

underscores the importance of acceptance and understanding. It also demonstrates that
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respecting and supporting diverse family structures is crucial to ensuring equal
opportunities and respect for all children in school.

Although our initial instincts may lead us to think that coming from such dissimilar
family backgrounds would likely hinder their peer relationships, the research®:32%3on

the development of children with same-sex parents does not provide support for this .

Misconception 2: Children from same-sex family will be influenced to

become gay.

Alejandro clarified, "This has nothing to do with one's sexual orientation; I identify
as heterosexual."Gauri explained further, "The beauty of LGBTQ+ households lies in
their greater capacity for acceptance. I once explored a same-sex relationship but
ultimately discovered I am heterosexual. While my moms are atheists, I do plan to have
a church wedding."Bruna emphasized, "My affection is directed towards'people,' not a
specific 'gender."

Elena humorously noted, "Although I initially believed that having two moms
might hinder me from forming a stable romantic relationship, I'm currently in a six-year
long relationship with a boyfriend (note: Elena is playfully suggesting that

maintaining a six-year relationship while dealing with two mothers is no small feat)."

31 patterson, C. J. (2013). Children of lesbian and gay parents: Psychology, law, and policy.
Psychology of Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity, 1(S), 27-34

32 Rivers, |., Poteat, S. P., & Noret, N. (2008). Victimization, social support, and psychosocial
functioniong among children of same-sex and opposite-sex couples in the United Kingdom.
Developmental Psychology, 44, 127-134.

33 Wainright, J. L., & Patterson, C. J. (2008). Peer relations among adolescents with female same-
sex parents. Developmental Psychology, 44, 117-126.
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Alejandro clarified, "This has nothing to do with one's sexual orientation; I identify

as heterosexual." Gauri explained further, "The beauty of same-sex households lies in

their greater capacity for acceptance. I once explored a same-sex relationship but

ultimately discovered I am heterosexual. While my moms are atheists, I do plan to have

a church wedding." Bruna emphasized, "My affection is directed towards 'people,' not

m

a specific 'gender."' Elena humorously noted, "Although I initially believed that having
two moms might hinder me from forming a stable romantic relationship, I'm currently
in a six-year long relationship with a boyfriend (note: Elena is playfully suggesting that
maintaining a six-year relationship while dealing with two mothers is no small feat)."

This passage highlights the misconception that children from LGBTQ+ families
may be influenced to become LGBTQ+. The individuals in the story provide clear
insights to dispel this misconception. They emphasize that one's sexual orientation is
not determined by their family background. They also underscore the openness and
acceptance within LGBTQ+ households and how individuals have the autonomy to
explore and determine their own sexual orientation. This helps break stereotypes about
LGBTQ+ families.

In addition, the guide shared a witty response from a Spanish internet user:

"According to statistics, almost 100% of LGBTQ+ individuals grew up in

heterosexual households. Therefore, by this logic, the likelihood of LGBTQ+ families
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raising heterosexual children should be almost 100%."

Misconception 3: Children from same-sex households lack exposure to a
mother/father figure.

Alejandro affirmed, "I was adopted from Russia, and I still vividly recall my early

life there. In my view, what matters to a child is love and care, not the sexual orientation

of their parent." Gauri pointed out, "The world comprises various family structures,

beyond those with a traditional mother and father. There are single-parent households,

families led by widowers or widows, children raised by grandparents, and more. For

children, the most critical element is the care and love."

Bruna added insightfully, "This issue can be more challenging for individuals who grew

up in conventional families because they may not have encountered or

understood same-sex family dynamics."

Sushila mentioned, "I have numerous male and female role models in my life,

including grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins. If my mother doesn't have advice

for me, I have other people I can turn to."

After reading this passage, it's clear that the misconception addressed in

Misconception 3, which suggests that children from same-sex households lack

exposure to a mother or father figure, is effectively challenged. This passage effectively

dispels the misconception by emphasizing the importance of love and support in a

child's life and by illustrating the diversity of family structures and role models.
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Misconception 4: Children from LGBTQ+ households will encounter

psychological issues.

Sushila elaborated, "This argument typically arises from individuals who are

reluctant to acknowledge reality. I have friends who faced self-esteem issues and

academic challenges due to their parents' divorce, which took a toll on their mental

well-being. In contrast, I experienced nothing but love!" (Note: Sushila's intention here

is not to discriminate against single-parent families but to stress that the key factor

affecting children is the presence of genuine love.)

Elena expressed, "Growing up in a same-sex family has made us more open-

minded about sexual orientation and life choices. Same-sex parents have endured a lack

of support in their lives, and they hope to instill higher emotional intelligence in their

children to prevent them from encountering the same struggles."

A Spaniard once remarked, "After the legalization of same-sex marriage, not only

did Spanish society remain calm, but it actually improved compared to before. This is

because in the past, people were afraid that granting voting rights to Black individuals

or women would lead to societal upheaval. However, history has proven that the more

inclusive a society is, the less likely it is to experience turmoil. Societal chaos typically

arises from factors such as hatred, discrimination, the pursuit of power, and religious

conflicts. Just as in a family, as long as love exists in society, stability prevails. If same-

sex marriage is legally recognized in a society, it indicates that this society possesses
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compassion, love, and empathy, and it respects differences. How could such a society
be in a state of chaos?"

Today, Taiwan has taken its initial steps towards equality, and in the future, there
is room for further progress. Perhaps one day, Taiwan will also have legally recognized
LGBTQ+ families, and there will be a Chinese interview similar to this one, featuring
interviews with individuals raised in LGBTQ+ households.3*And then is also the
common dubt about the same-sex family adopt chlid

Overall, this passage effectively challenges the misconception and emphasizes the
importance of love and understanding in supporting children's well-being, regardless of
their family structure. It also highlights the positive impact of inclusivity and
acceptance in society.

Then, I’'m going to provide some common question that most people wondering
to realize about the child adopted by the same-sex family.

Common Question

First, will children from same-sex families have any problems with their personal

Psychological development?

Charlotte Patterson, a professor in the Department of Psychology, published

academic papers in 1992 and 2013 respectively.®*3® Reviewing relevant literature since

% FfEHE. R PSP, May 20, 2019.

35 Ppatterson, C. J. (1992). Children of lesbian and gay parents. Child Development, 63(5), 1025-
1042.

36 patterson, C. J. (2013). Children of lesbian and gay parents: Psychology, law, and policy.
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the 1980s,she found that most of the research results are quite consistent: children of
same-sex parents and opposite-sex parents have different psychological differences in
individuals. There were no significant differences in development, gender development,
and social relationships. The report mentions a wide range of

psychological development aspects, including self-esteem, self-concept, depressive
symptoms, anxiety, moral development, deviant behavior, drug use, school

adjustment, intelligence, etc.

Indeed, there is evidence suggesting that children raised by same-sex parents may
excel in certain aspects of development when compared to their counterparts in
heterosexual households. A notable study in this realm is the National Longitudinal
Lesbian Family Study (NLLFS), which commenced tracking the developmental
progress of children from lesbian families in the United States during the 1980s. The
NLLFS project stands as one of the most extensive and enduring research initiatives
on this subject to date.

Within the body of research published by the NLLFS research team, a study®’
conducted in 2010 yielded findings indicating that adolescents with lesbian mothers

outperformed their peers from heterosexual households in areas such as social skills,

Psychology of Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity, 1(S), 27-34.
37 Gartrell, N., & Bos, H. (2010). US national longitudinal lesbian family study: Psychological
adjustment of 17-year-old adolescents. Pediatrics, 126(1), 1-9.
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academic achievement, and overall competence. Moreover, these adolescents exhibited

fewer issues related to social interactions, rule-breaking behavior, aggression, and

behavioral challenges.

After reading this section, it's clear that the question regarding the psychological

development of children from same-sex families is addressed with valuable insights

and research findings:

Consistently shown that children of same-sex parents do not exhibit significant

psychological differences compared to children of opposite-sex parents. This includes

various aspects of psychological development, such as self-esteem, self-concept,

depressive symptoms, anxiety, moral development, deviant behavior, drug use, school

adjustment, and intelligence.

Notably, the National Longitudinal Lesbian Family Study (NLLFS) in the United

States, which has been ongoing since the 1980s, found that adolescents with lesbian

mothers performed well in several areas, including social skills, academic achievement,

and overall competence. These adolescents also demonstrated fewer issues related to

social interactions, rule-breaking behavior, aggression, and behavioral challenges

compared to their peers from heterosexual households.

This information effectively addresses the question of psychological development

and provides evidence that children from same-sex families do not experience
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significant differences in psychological well-being and, in some cases, may even excel
in certain aspects of development. It supports the idea that family structure does not

inherently determine a child's psychological development.

Second, will children from same-sex families have problems with their gender

development?

Gender development can be examined through three distinct aspects: sexual
orientation, sexual/gender identity, and gender-related behavior. Sexual orientation
relates to an individual's innate attraction to a specific gender. Sexual/gender identity
involves how an individual personally identifies, whether as male or female,
heterosexual or non-heterosexual. Studies® have demonstrated that there are no
significant differences in these aspects between children raised by same-sex parents and
those raised by heterosexual parents

Gender-related behavior, often referred to as "gender role behavior," examines
whether an individual's actions conform to the commonly observed male or female
behaviors within a society. The literature reviewed *° by Patterson consistently
demonstrates that there are no notable disparities in this aspect between children raised

in same-sex families and those raised in heterosexual families. Nevertheless, certain

38 patterson, C. J. (2013). Children of lesbian and gay parents: Psychology, law, and policy.

Psychology of Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity, 1(S), 27-34.

39 patterson, C. J. (2013). Children of lesbian and gay parents: Psychology, law, and policy.
Psychology of Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity, 1(S), 27-34.
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studies® indicate that children from same-sex households are less likely to adhere to
traditional gender-based constraints, particularly during playtime.

After reading this section, it's evident that the question regarding the gender
development of children from same-sex families is addressed through a comprehensive
analysis of different aspects:

The discussion distinguishes between sexual orientation, sexual/gender identity,
and gender-related behavior. It highlights that there are no significant differences in
sexual orientation and sexual/gender identity between children raised by same-sex
parents and those raised by heterosexual parents.

In terms of gender-related behavior, often referred to as "gender role behavior,"
the research reviewed by Patterson consistently shows that there are no notable different
in this aspect between children raised in same-sex families and those raised in
heterosexual families. However, it's mentioned that children from same-sex households
may be less likely to conform to traditional gender-based expectations, especially
during playtime.

This information effectively addresses the question of gender development and
provides evidence that children from same-sex families do not exhibit significant

differences in sexual orientation, sexual/gender identity, or gender-related behavior

40 Goldberg, A. E., Kashy, D. A., & Smith, J. Z. (2012). Gender-typed play behavior in early
childhood: Adopted children with lesbian, gay, and heterosexual parents. Sex Roles, 67(9-10), 503-515.
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when compared to their peers from heterosexual households. It also suggests that non-

traditional gender role behavior may be more common among children from same-sex

families during play, reflecting evolving societal norms.

Summary

The research findings above are derived from advanced European and American

countries. It suggests that children may experience less pressure in these environments.

It's plausible that Taiwan, as a society with less maturity in this context, might benefit

from more time to prepare before considering the option of allowing adoption by same-

sex couples.

Despite the research's origin in Europe and the United States, the studies

encompass data spanning from the 1980s to recent years. The situation for LGBTQ+

individuals in Europe and the U.S. was notably challenging during the 1980s and 1990s.

However, even studies from that period frequently indicate that there were no

significant developmental differences in children from same-sex families compared to

their peers from heterosexual families. One possible explanation is that LGBTQ+

couples with better socioeconomic statuses were more likely to consider adoption,

providing their children with additional psychological and social support, which aided

them in navigating potentially adverse environments. If Taiwan were to open up

adoption to same-sex couples, it might follow a trajectory similar to that observed in
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these Western countries.

Moreover, under the current system in Taiwan, adoptive families are required to
undergo assessments by social work agencies to ensure that the adopted child enters a
stable and healthy family environment. This could potentially offer more care and
resources for children than remaining in childcare institutions with relatively limited
human resources. Ultimately, what primarily influences a child's development, as
emphasized by the American Academy of Pediatrics, is the stability and nurturing
nature of their environment, along with the availability of resources, rather than the
gender or sexual orientation of their parents.

Therefore, if the majority of the population in Taiwan reaches a certain level of
acceptance regarding LGBTQ+ individuals, it seems reasonable, both from the
standpoint of LGBTQ+ parental rights and child welfare, to consider opening up
adoption to same-sex couples. This viewpoint has been a central focus of efforts made
by domestic experts and scholars in recent years.*! Of course, society must continue
its work in eradicating discrimination against LGBTQ+ families and ensure careful
oversight of adoption procedures for both same-sex and heterosexual adoptive families.
As heterosexual and LGBTQ+ families begin to interact, we have the opportunity to

replace preconceived biases with genuine understanding.
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The studies mentioned encompass a wide range of methodologies, including

qualitative and quantitative reports, and draw from various data sources, such as self-

reports from children and adolescents, parental reports, observations by third parties,

and peer reports. Data collection methods vary, including both single-time point

assessments and long-term longitudinal surveys, often employing nationally

representative samples. In summary, these studies, when considered together, generally

indicate that children raised by same-sex couples do not exhibit significant

developmental differences when compared to those raised by heterosexual couples.

In conclusion, the research we've discussed, mainly from advanced European and

American countries, provides us with valuable insights into how children raised by

same-sex couples develop. Surprisingly, these studies consistently show that children

from same-sex families don't experience significant disadvantages in their development

compared to their peers from heterosexual households, challenging initial assumptions.

It is important to note that the studies reviewed span several decades, from the

1980s to recent years, and they encompass both qualitative and quantitative data

collection methods. The societal context for LGBTQ+ individuals in Europe and the

United States, particularly during the 1980s and 1990s, was challenging. However, even

during these times, research showed that children in same-sex families thrived

comparably to their counterparts in heterosexual families. One contributing factor may
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be that LGBTQ+ couples with better socioeconomic statuses were more likely to adopt,

providing their children with additional psychological and social support.

Importantly, these findings from Western countries may serve as a reference for

Taiwan as it considers the possibility of opening up adoption to same-sex couples.

Taiwan's current adoption system involves rigorous assessments by social work

agencies to ensure that the child enters a stable and healthy family environment. This

is essential, as it can offer more care and resources to children than remaining in

childcare institutions.

Ultimately, the consensus in the research community is that what predominantly

influences a child's development is the stability, nurturing environment, and availability

of resources within their family, rather than the gender or sexual orientation of their

parents. Therefore, if Taiwan progresses toward greater acceptance of LGBTQ+

individuals, it appears reasonable, both in terms of LGBTQ+ parental rights and child

welfare, to consider opening up adoption to same-sex couples. This viewpoint has been

a focal point of efforts made by domestic experts and scholars in recent years.

In moving forward, it is crucial for Taiwan to continue efforts aimed at eradicating

discrimination against LGBTQ+ families and to exercise vigilant oversight of adoption

procedures for both same-sex and heterosexual adoptive families. As society becomes

more accustomed to interactions between heterosexual and LGBTQ+ families, we have
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the opportunity to replace preconceived biases with genuine understanding and
support.42
Key Points and Findings of This Section

1.These studies primarily originate from advanced European and American
countries, providing valuable insights into the upbringing of children by same-sex
couples.

2.Within these studies, researchers found that children raised in same-sex
households typically do not exhibit significant disadvantages in terms of developmental
outcomes when compared to children raised in heterosexual households.

3.These studies span several decades, from the 1980s to recent years. During this
period, especially in the 1980s and 1990s, the social environment for LGBTQ+
individuals in Europe and the United States was quite challenging. However, even
during these difficult times, research consistently indicated that children in same-sex
families thrived similarly to their counterparts in heterosexual families. One possible
explanation is that LGBTQ+ couples with better socioeconomic statuses were more
likely to consider adoption, providing their children with additional psychological and
social support.

4.These studies emphasize that the primary factors influencing a child's

42 ChatGPT FEELEAYIA » 2023 4 9 H 15 H » OpenAl » https://chat.openai.com/chat
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development are the stability, nurturing environment, and availability of resources

within their family, rather than the gender or sexual orientation of their parents.

5.The research results suggest that, if the majority of Taiwan's population reaches

a certain level of acceptance regarding LGBTQ+ individuals, it appears reasonable,

both in terms of LGBTQ+ parental rights and child welfare, to consider opening up

adoption to same-sex couples. This viewpoint has been a central focus of efforts made

by domestic experts and scholars in recent years.

6.In moving forward, it is crucial for Taiwan to continue efforts aimed at

eradicating discrimination against same-sex families and to exercise vigilant oversight

of adoption procedures for both same-sex and heterosexual adoptive families. As

society becomes more accustomed to interactions between heterosexual and same-sex

families, we have the opportunity to replace preconceived biases with genuine

understanding and support.

In summary, these research findings, primarily sourced from advanced European

and American countries, offer valuable insights into the development of children raised

by same-sex couples. Contrary to initial assumptions, these studies consistently indicate

that children from same-sex families do not face significant disadvantages in their

developmental outcomes when compared to their peers from heterosexual households.
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Conclusion

Before I begin writing this paper, I used to believe that children raised in same-sex

families might lack certain aspects that children from heterosexual families have, such

as love and care, or even that they might struggle to distinguish between who is the dad

and who is the mom, potentially causing confusion about family composition. The main

reason for writing this paper is that Taiwan is the first Asian country to legalize same-

sex marriage, and I am interested in how these children grow, as their family structure

is different from the norm. Having grown up in a traditional family, I am curious about

their upbringing.

As I started reading various sources and secondary materials step by step, I

discovered that almost all research results indicate that these children do not experience

significant differences in their upbringing due to their non-traditional family structure.

This surprised me but also brought me happiness in another way. In Taiwan, we live in

a free and open-minded country where people's love is not restricted, and more and

more LGBTQ+ individuals openly express their love. This has led to an increasing

number of same-sex couples forming families and adopting children, contributing to

the diversity of Taiwanese culture. People's acceptance of diverse cultures is also on the

rise.

This paper aims to help more people who may not understand this topic gain a

better understanding of these individuals and dispel misconceptions and discrimination.
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I hope that Taiwanese society will continue to enhance its multiculturalism in the future,

making Taiwan a diverse and welcoming nation.
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